General Direct Examination Outline for Asylum Case in Immigration Court
*Please note that this is a general guide only and should be adapted to the specific facts and legal issues of your client’s case. Please consult with your Human Rights First mentoring attorney for case-specific guidance.

Intro
· What is your full name?
· What is your date of birth?
· Where were you born?
· What country are you a citizen of?
· Are you a citizen of any other country?
· What is your religion?
· When did you last leave [country]?
· Why did you leave [country]?
· Are you afraid to go back to [country]? Why?

Background 
· What is your mother’s name?
· What is your father’s name?
· How many siblings do you have?
· Are you legally married?
· Do you have any children?
· [If yes] How many?
· What part of [country] did you grow up in?
· What was it like growing up in [country]?
· Where are your family currently located?

First Incident of Harm Against Applicant
· Have you ever been harmed or threatened in [country]?
· When did this occur?
· Who did this?
· What did they do?
· What did they say?
· Did you report the incident to the [country] authorities?
· [If not] Why not?
· [If so] What happened?

Second /Subsequent Incidents of Harm [if any] Against Applicant
· After the first incident you described, were you ever harmed or threatened again?
· [Repeat questions from preceding section]

Incidents of Harm [if any] Against Applicants’ Family or Friends
· Do you know anyone else who was harmed or threatened in [country]?
· How do you know this person / what relationship do they have to you?
· What happened to [person]?
· [Repeat questions from preceding section]

Leaving [country]
· Around what month and year did you leave [country]?
· Why did you decide to leave at that time?
· Had you considered moving somewhere else within [country]?
· [If not] Why not?
· [If so] Where did you move? Were you safe there? What happened?
Travel
· How/by what means did you leave [country]?
· Where did you travel?
· What countries did you pass through on your way to the United States?
· Did you seek asylum in any of these countries?
· [If not] Why not?
· [If so] What was the outcome?
· Did you have a legal right to stay in any of these countries?
· What status did you have in these countries?
· How long were you in each country?
· When did you arrive in the United States?
· How did you enter the United States?

Asylum Application / Well-Founded Fear
· On what date did you apply for asylum in the United States?
· Are you afraid to return to [country]?
· What do you fear would happen to you if you were forced to return to [country]?
· Who do you think would do this to you?
· Why do you think the [country] [government/non-state actor] would do this to you?
· Have you been threatened by [government/non-state actor] since you arrived in the United States? 
· [If so] Approximately when did you receive these threats? Who issued these threats? How did [actor] issue these threats? What did the threats say?
· [If applicable] Have you continued your activism since you arrived in the United States?
· Have you joined any organizations since you arrived in the United States?
· Do you have any family members in [country]?
· [If so] Have your family members been harmed or threatened by [government/non-state actor] since you left?
· [If not] How have your family members remained safe / Why do you think [government/non-state actor] has not targeted your family?
· Could you move to another part of [country] and be safe?
· Is there any authority in [country] that you could seek protection from?
· Is there anything else you want to tell the court today?

