Direct Examination
Dr. [Name], Ph.D.

Certification as Expert
1. Please state your full name for the record.
2. What is your current occupation?
3. What degrees do you hold? From which institutions?
4. Do you have any areas of specialization? What are those areas? 
5. Are you currently conducting research? What is the focus of your current research?
6. You mentioned you have knowledge of the experiences of rural Maya women in Guatemala. Can you describe the basis for this knowledge?
7. Have you ever been qualified to give expert testimony in court? 
a. Which courts?
b. On how many occasions?
c. On what subjects have you given expert testimony?
8. Did you receive any remuneration for testifying today?
9. Have you reviewed any documents pertaining to your testimony today? What documents or materials have you reviewed in connection with your testimony today?

Protected Grounds: K’iche’ Mayan Ethnicity and PSG of “Guatemalan K’iche’ Mayan Women”

I’d like to talk in more detail about your knowledge of indigenous women in Guatemala.

K’iche’ Mayan ethnicity
10. In your experience, what status do indigenous women such as Ms. X occupy in Guatemala?

11. Based on your knowledge and experience, why are indigenous women such as Ms. X treated in this way? Can you describe the historical context behind this dynamic?


12. Can you describe what the term “ladino” means within Guatemalan society?

13. Historically, how have “ladinos” and indigenous persons in Guatemala been distinguished? What are relations between “ladinos” and indigenous persons in Guatemala like?

14. How common is violence against indigenous women in Guatemala?

15. Who perpetrates violence against indigenous women?




16. Ms. X testified that her perpetrators were mostly non-indigenous, although she believes at least one was indigenous. Is the ethnic makeup of Ms. X’s perpetrators consistent with the dynamics you have just described? How so?

17. What role has the Guatemalan government played in addressing violence against indigenous women?


Police inability/unwillingness
18. Based on your knowledge and experience, how do the Guatemalan police generally respond to violence against indigenous women?

19. Do indigenous women generally tend to report violence to the Guatemalan police?

a. In your experience, what factors tend to prevent indigenous women from reporting violence?


b. Any examples? (Lynching)


20. In your expert opinion, what factors might have influenced Ms. X, an indigenous woman, to report her initial robbery to the police?

21. Ms. X testified that she did not report her beating to the police in part because she had lost faith in them. In your expert opinion, is this consistent with the dynamic you have observed between indigenous people and state authorities? Why?



Protected Grounds: Political Opinions in Support of Indigenous Rights

22. In your experience, what happens to indigenous people in Guatemala who stand up for their rights? Can you provide examples?

23. Ms. X testified that she and her community organized a march to demand justice for the K’iche’ Mayan people of [city]. Is her description of this march consistent with your understanding of Guatemalan indigenous resistance?

24. Ms. X also testified that her perpetrators, the robbers, told her they could not believe an indigenous woman had found it in herself to raise her voice. Is this description consistent with your understanding of the societal response in Guatemala to indigenous rights advocacy?



Protected Grounds: PSG of “Witnesses Who Testify Against Guatemalan Criminals”

Foundation of knowledge re: investigation of crimes in Guatemala
25. Please describe for the court any basis of knowledge you have regarding crime and the investigation of crime in Guatemala.


PSG: Witnesses who testify against Guatemalan Criminals
26. In your experience, how effective is the judicial system in Guatemala?

27. If a case is prosecuted in Guatemala, does that guarantee that justice will be served? Why/why not? Examples?

28. In your expert opinion, was Ms. X’s experience as a criminal witness consistent with the concepts you have described? Why?


Future Threat of Persecution/Relocation
29. In your experience, how easy is it for indigenous female victims of violence in Guatemala to relocate to another part of the country to seek safety?

30. What obstacles exist for indigenous women?

31. Do you have an opinion as to what would likely happen to Ms. X and her children if they were forced to return to Guatemala? Why?
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