Direct Examination 
Ms. X

Key points to remember:
· If don’t know answer to something, say “I don’t know” or “I’m not sure, but I think…”
· Can say “approximately,” “around,” or “about”
· Do not guess the answer or make up information, and don’t worry if you don’t have the answer to something
· Answer only the question being asked and don’t feel the need to “fill the silence”
· If don’t understand a question, say you don’t understand and/or ask for repetition
· Make sure to emphasize being indigenous and K’iche’ Mayan culture; family relationship to Ms. X
· Make sure to emphasize fear of returning to Guatemala

Introduction / Asylum Claim
1. Please state your full name for the record. 

2. What is your date of birth?

3. Where were you born? Where did you grow up? 

4. Do you identify with any ethnic group?

5. Do you have any children? 
a. How many? 

b. Names?

c. Ages?

6. Are you married? 
a. What was your husband’s name?

b. Was your husband also K’iche’ Mayan?

c. What happened to your husband?

7. Why are you applying for asylum today?

Growing up in Guatemala / K’iche’ Mayan Indigenous Claim

I want to back up and discuss your life in Guatemala.
8. You mentioned you grew up in [city]. Where is [city] located? How big is [city]?

9. Who did you live with in [city]?

10. You mentioned earlier that you are K’iche’ Mayan. Were there any other K’iche’ Mayans living in [city]?

11. What languages did you and your family speak in Guatemala?

12. What type of clothing did you and your family wear in Guatemala? Could you describe it?

13. Did you practice any religion? How did you practice that religion?


14. Did you receive any schooling? 
a. Where you did attend school?

b. How many years of schooling did you receive?

c. Were your classmates indigenous or non-indigenous?

15. What was it like attending classes with people who were not indigenous? How did this make you feel?

16. In Guatemala, is it normal for indigenous people to be treated this way?

17. What happens to people who mistreat indigenous people in Guatemala? 


a. How do the police respond to mistreatment of indigenous people?


18. When you were growing up, do you remember witnessing any mistreatment or violence against K’iche’ Mayan people in your community?

19. Do indigenous people in Guatemala look any different from non-indigenous people? How?


Marriage to Husband / Transition to [city]
20. You mentioned that your late husband, Mr. M, was also K’iche’ Mayan, like you. How old were you when you met him?

21. Where was Mr. M from?

22. What is [city] like? Can you explain the differences between [city] and [city]?

23. What did your family think about your relationship with Mr. M? Why?

24. When did you and Mr. M get married?

25. Did you and Mr. M move in together? When? Where?

26. After you moved in together, what did Mr. M do for work?

27. What did you do for work?

28. Did you participate in the community in any other way? Did Mr. M?

29. How long did you and Mr. M live with his parents?

30. How long did you and Mr. M stay in the US? 

House/Store Opening
31. So you returned to Guatemala in about [year]. Where did you live when you returned?

32. How did you build your house? Who helped you?

33. Did your house look like the other houses in [city]? Why not?

34. After you came back, what did Mr. M do for work? What did you do for work?

35. Tell me about [store name].
a. Where was the store located?

b. What did you sell? Did other stores in your community sell these things? Why not?

c. How many days a week was the store open?

d. How many customers did you have? Why did you have so many customers?

e. Where did these customers come from?


36. Aside from working, what else did you do in your spare time?

37. I want to talk a bit more about Mr. M’s job. You said he traveled—where did he travel to? 
a. How often did Mr. M travel?

b. How did he travel? Was it common for people in your community to have a car?

38. Aside from working, what else did Mr. M do in his spare time? [Did you participate in any governance committees?]
39. Did people in the community know you and your family? How?


Robbery

Now I want to talk a little bit about the robbery of your store.
40. Do you remember what year you were robbed? What day of the week was it? What was different about “plaza days”?

41. When the robbery occurred, were you alone at home, or were other people with you at the time?

42. Could you explain how the robbery occurred?


43. How many people robbed you? Who were these men?


a. Indigenous or non-indigenous? How do you know?


44. What did they say to you while robbing you?


45. How did you feel? What did you do afterward?


46. Did they rob anyone else? How did you find out?


47. Did you know [name of other woman who was robbed – Ms. Z]? How?


48. What was Ms. Z’s ethnicity?


49. What happened after Ms. Z was robbed?


50. How did the police catch these robbers so quickly?


51. Did you speak with the police? 
a. Had you wanted to report the incident to the police? 

b. Why not?

c. How did you make the decision to report the incident to the police?

52. What happened when you went to the police station?
a. Who was there?

b. Size of room?

c. What type of information did the police ask for?


53. Did the police provide any information about the robbers? (Where they were from)


54. At the time the robbery occurred, why did you think the robbers had targeted you?


Indigenous March
55. What happened after you finished at the police station?

56. Why were they gathered in the meeting room?

57. What did you discuss?

58. March—where did the march start?
a. Who joined the march? Did you join?


b. What was the goal of the march?


c. How long did the march take?


d. Where did the march end?


e. Did anyone say anything during the march?


59. What happened when the march got to the police station in [city]?


60. Did other people find out about the march? How? Was there media coverage of the march?

a. How did you find out about the media coverage of the march?


61. Are there any records of this march? Do you have them? Why not?


62. Where were your children during the march? Where was Mr. M?

Trial: First Hearing

63. After the march occurred, did you have any further contact with the robbers? What happened?

a. Who were these people? How did you know?

b. What did they say to you?

c. What was their tone of voice?

64. What was happening with the robbers’ case?

65. When did the trial occur? Do you remember what year?


66. Did you participate in this trial in any way?
a. How did you feel about participating in the trial? What made you decide to testify?


67. Describe the trial. What happened?
a. Did anyone accompany you to court?


b. Who was present at court?


c. What kinds of questions were you asked? What information did you give?


d. Is there a record of the hearing anywhere?


68. What happened at the conclusion of the hearing?


69. How did you feel when the first hearing was finished? Why?
a. Affected trust in police? (After the first hearing, how did you feel about the police? Why?)


Extortion/Death Threats/Trial: Second Hearing
70. What happened after the first hearing?

71. How did you know the call came from jail? In Guatemala, are prisoners allowed to have cell phones?

72. Did you tell the police about this threat? Why not?


73. Was this the only threat you received?


74. Did you report these threats to the police? Why not?


75. Did you tell anybody about these threats?

a. Why didn’t you tell anybody else?


76. Where were the robbers during this time?


77. You mentioned earlier that the judge said the trial would continue at a later date. About when did the second hearing in the robbers’ trial occur? 


78. Tell me a little bit about the second hearing. Who was present at the second hearing?

a. Did you speak with the police captain? What did he say to you?


79. Did you speak with Ms. Z?  What did you and Ms. Z discuss?

a. Had Ms. Z been threatened by the robbers?


b. When you and Ms. Z initially reported the robbery to the police, you mentioned you had given the police your address. Had Ms. Z also given her address to the police?


80. What happened at the second hearing?

a. How did the police treat you and Ms. Z?

81. What happened at the end of the trial? What happened to the robbers? 


Beating / Mr. M’s Death

82. How was your life after the trial? / Did you ever run into the robbers again?


83. What happened when the robbers and family members came to [store name]?
a. Where were your children? Where was Mr. M?


b. Did your neighbors see the robbers/family members come to [store name]? Why not?


84. What happened?


85. Did they say anything to you as this was occurring?


86. When you submitted a declaration in your daughter’s affirmative asylum case on [date], you remembered at that time that it was only the robbers’ family members who were present during this beating. In your testimony today, you’ve just explained that both the robbers and their family members were present during the beating. Can you explain why your memory of the beating is different now? 


87. What happened after the robbers/family members beat you?
a. Did you receive any medical treatment?

b. What was your physical state?


c. What was your mental state?


88. You mentioned the robbers and their family members demanded another 100,000 quetzales. What happened with that demand?


89. How did you finance these payments?


90. How did this affect you? How did this affect Mr. M?


91. What happened after Mr. M’s death? Did you continue seeing the robbers?


92. Was there anyone else you knew who had been robbed or extorted in this way?


Leaving Guatemala / Unable to Relocate
93. When did you finally decide to leave Guatemala? Why?


94. Did you try to move to another part of Guatemala? Why not?


95. Where are your siblings? Are you close with them? Why not?


96. Who did you take with you to the US?

97. Why did you leave your youngest daughters behind?


98. Who did your youngest daughters stay with? Where?


99. Were you worried about your daughters’ safety? 

100. When did you arrive in the US? What happened when you got there?


101. Did you stay in contact with your daughters during this time? How? How often?


102. When did you come to [state]? Where are you living?


Threats Against Daughters / OYFD
103. When did your youngest daughters come to the US?

104. What made you decide to bring them to the US at that time?


105. Do you remember how long after your daughters’ arrival you applied for asylum?


106. How much do your youngest daughters know about everything that happened in Guatemala? Why have you chosen not to reveal any information to them?


Life in the US
107. How do you feel when you think about what happened in Guatemala?


108. Do you still think about it? What happens when you think about it?


109. How do you feel in the US?


110. Do you work here in the US?


111. What are your goals here in the US?


112. What do you fear would happen if you were sent back to Guatemala? What do you fear would happen to your children? 



