
Note on Attached Model Immigration Court Filings  
in Support of Fictional Guatemalan Indigenous Asylum Claim 

The following sample materials are intended to model some of the most common documents and motions an 
attorney will file in support of a client’s asylum case in immigration court. All individuals and factual narratives 
referenced throughout the attached documents are fictional and were invented for the purposes of these model 
filings. The materials are intended to be reviewed simultaneously, as part of a single fictional case for a 
Guatemalan indigenous asylum claim in removal proceedings at an immigration court in the Ninth Circuit. The 
documents consist of the following: 

• Model EOIR Form E-28, Notice of Entry of Appearance as Attorney or Representative Before the
Immigration Court;

• Model Form I-589;
• Model Respondent Declaration;
• Model Nexus Statement;
• Model Pre-Hearing Brief;
• Model Supplemental Documents in Support of Asylum Case;
• Model Witness List; and
• Model Motion to Permit Remote Testimony.

Human Rights First prepared the attached model filings solely for educational purposes in January 2025. Please 
be advised that immigration law changes often. These materials are provided only as samples; they do not 
constitute legal advice, may not reflect case-specific recommendations regarding the approach to filing evidence 
or legal arguments in your case; and are not a substitute for independent research into the current law and 
practices applicable in your jurisdiction. Please contact your mentoring attorney at Human Rights First with any 
questions about these materials or your own case. 

humanrightsfirst.org
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U.S. Department of Justice OMB#1125-0006 
Executive Office for Immigration Review Notice of Entry of Appearance as Attorney or 
Immigration Court Representative Before the Immigration Court 

(Type or Print) 
NAME AND ADDRESS OF REPRESENTED PARTY 

______________________________________________________ 
(First) (Middle Initial) (Last) 

______________________________________________________ 
(Number and Street) (Apt. No.) 

______________________________________________________ 
(City) (State) (Zip Code) 

ALIEN (“A”) NUMBER
(Provide A-number of the party 
represented in this case.) 

Entry of appearance for 
(please check one of the following): 

All proceedings 

Custody and bond proceedings only 

All proceedings other than custody 
and bond proceedings 

Attorney or Representative (please check one of the following): 
I am an attorney eligible to practice law in, and a member in good standing of, the bar of the highest court(s) of the following 
states(s), possession(s), territory(ies), commonwealth(s), or the District of Columbia (use additional space on reverse side if 
necessary), and I am not subject to any order disbarring, suspending, enjoining, restraining or otherwise restricting me in the 
practice of law in any jurisdiction (if subject to such an order, do not check this box and explain on reverse). 

Full Name of Court __________________________________ Bar Number (if applicable) __________________________ 
I am a representative accredited to appear before the Executive Office for Immigration Review as defined in 8 C.F.R. § 
1292.1(a)(4) with the following recognized organization: 
____________________________________________________________________ 
I am a law student or law graduate of an accredited U.S. law school as defined in 8 C.F.R. § 1292.1(a)(2). 
I am a reputable individual as defined in 8 C.F.R. § 1292.1(a)(3). 
I am an accredited foreign government official, as defined in 8 C.F.R. § 1291.1(a)(5), from _____________________ (country). 
I am a person who was authorized to practice on December 23, 1952, under 8 C.F.R. § 1292.1(b). 

Attorney or Representative (please check one of the following): 
I hereby enter my appearance as attorney or representative for, and at the request of, the party named above. 
EOIR has ordered the provision of a Qualified Representative for the party named above and I appear in that capacity. 

I have read and understand the statements provided on the reverse side of this form that set forth the regulations and conditions 
governing appearances and representations before the Immigration Court. By signing this form, I consent to publication of my name 
and any findings of misconduct by EOIR, should I become subject to any public discipline by EOIR pursuant to the rules and 
procedures at 8 C.F.R. 1003.101 et seq. I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY OR REPRESENTATIVE EOIR ID NUMBER DATE 

X __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NAME OF ATTORNEY OR REPRESENTATIVE, ADDRESS, FAX & PHONE NUMBERS, & EMAIL ADDRESS 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(First) (Middle Initial) (Last) 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

/DZ FLUP� BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
(Number and Street) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(City) (State) (Zip Code) 

Telephone: _________________ Facsimile: _________________ Email: ______________________________________________ 

Check here if new address 

Form EOIR - 28 
Rev. Feb. 2022 



 

                          

           

                       

  

       
 

 

 
  

         
                 

 
     

     
   

  
    

  
    

   
   

   
   

      
 

     
   

   
   

     
       

  
   

  
   

    
  

  
 

    
  

   
 

                    
                  

                    
     

 
  

Indicate Type of Appearance: 

Primary Attorney/Representative Non-Primary Attorney/Representative 

On behalf of ______________________________ (Attorney’s Name) for the following hearing: _________________ (Date) 

I am providing pro bono representation. Check one: yes no 

Proof of Service 

I (Name) ___________________________ mailed� HPDLOHG or delivered a copy of this Form EOIR-28 on (Date) ____________ 
to the DHS (U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement – ICE) at ________________________________________________ 

No service needed. I electronically filed this document, and the opposing party is participating in ECAS. 

X ___________________________________________________________
Signature of Person Serving 

APPEARANCES - An attorney or Accredited Representative (with full accreditation) must register with the EOIR eRegistry in 
order to practice before the Immigration Court (see 8 C.F.R. § 1292.1(f)). Registration must be completed online on the EOIR 
website at www.justice.gov/eoir.  An appearance shall be filed on a Form EOIR-28 by the attorney or representative appearing in 
each case before an Immigration Judge (see 8 C.F.R. § 1003.17).  A Form EOIR-28 shall be filed either as an electronic form, or as 
a paper form, as appropriate (for further information, please see the Immigration Court Practice Manual, which is available on the 
EOIR website at www.justice.gov/eoir). The attorney or representative must check the box indicating whether the entry of 
appearance is for custody and bond proceedings only, for all proceedings other than custody and bond, or for all proceedings 
including custody and bond. When an appearance is made by a person acting in a representative capacity, his/her personal 
appearance or signature constitutes a representation that, under the provisions of 8 C.F.R. part 1003, he/she is authorized and 
qualified to represent individuals and will comply with the EOIR Rules of Professional Conduct in 8 C.F.R. § 1003.102. Thereafter, 
substitution or withdrawal may be permitted upon the approval of the Immigration Judge of a request by the attorney or 
representative of record in accordance with 8 C.F.R. § 1003.17(b).  Please note that although separate appearances in custody and 
non-custody proceedings are permitted, appearances for limited purposes within those proceedings are not permitted. See Matter of 
Velasquez, 19 I&N Dec. 377, 384 (BIA 1986).  A separate appearance form (Form EOIR-27) must be filed with an appeal to the 
Board of Immigration Appeals (see 8 C.F.R. § 1003.38(g)). Attorneys and Accredited Representatives (with full accreditation) must 
first update their address in eRegistry before filing a Form EOIR-28 that reflects a new address. 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT - This form may not be used to request records under the Freedom of Information Act or 
the Privacy Act. The manner of requesting such records is in 28 C.F.R. §§ 16.1-16.11 and appendices. For further information about 
requesting records from EOIR under the Freedom of Information Act, see How to File a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
Request With the Executive Office for Immigration Review, available on EOIR's website at http://www.justice.gov/eoir. 
PRIVACY ACT NOTICE - The information requested on this form is authorized by 8 U.S.C. §§ 1229(a), 1362 and 8 C.F.R. § 
1003.17 in order to enter an appearance to represent a party before the Immigration Court. The information you provide is 
mandatory and required to enter an appearance. Failure to provide the requested information will result in an inability to represent a 
party or receive notice of actions in a proceeding. EOIR may share this information with others in accordance with approved routine 
uses described in EOIR's system of records notice, EOIR-001, Records and Management Information System, 69 Fed. Reg. 26,179 
(May 11, 2004), or its successors and EOIR-003, Practitioner Complaint-Disciplinary Files, 64 Fed. Reg. 49237 (September 1999). 
Furthermore, the submission of this form acknowledges that an attorney or representative will be subject to the disciplinary rules 
and procedures at 8 C.F.R. 1003.101et seq., including, pursuant to 8 C.F.R. §§ 292.3(h)(3), 1003.108(c), publication of the name of 
the attorney or representative and findings of misconduct should the attorney or representative be subject to any public discipline by 
EOIR. 
CASES BEFORE EOIR - Automated information about cases before EOIR is available by calling (800) 898-7180 or (240) 314-1500. 

FURTHER INFORMATION - For further information, please see the Immigration Court Practice Manual, which is available on 
the EOIR website at www.justice.gov/eoir. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act, a person is not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control 
number. We try to create forms and instructions that are accurate, can be easily understood, and which impose the least possible burden on you 
to provide us with information. The estimated average time to complete this form is six (6) minutes. If you have comments regarding the 
accuracy of this estimate, or suggestions for making this form simpler, you can write to the Executive Office for Immigration Review, Office of 
the General Counsel, 5107 Leesburg Pike, Suite 2600, Falls Church, Virginia  22041. 

Form EOIR - 28 
Rev. )HE. 20�� 
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Model Form I-589, Application for  

Asylum and for Withholding of Removal and 
Protection Under the Convention Against 

Torture 
 
 
*Note on Model Form I-589: The below Model I-589 is provided as a sample  
only. Please be advised that in March 2025 – after the below Model Form I-589 
was prepared – the Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) issued a precedential 
decision in Matter of C-A-R-R-, 29 I&N Dec. 13 (BIA 2025), holding that an 
immigration judge is not required to consider a Form I-589 on the merits if it is 
“incomplete.” In April 2025, the Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) 
then issued Policy Memorandum 25-28, Pretermission of Legally Insufficient 
Applications for Asylum, encouraging immigration judges to pretermit (i.e., deny 
without a hearing) an asylum application deemed to be incomplete. Further, in 
September 2025, the BIA issued a precedential decision in Matter of H-A-A-V-, 29 
I&N Dec. 233 (BIA 2025), holding that immigration judges may pretermit an 
asylum application where the respondent has not established prima facie eligibility 
for asylum, withholding of removal, or protection under the Convention Against 
Torture, even when viewing the application in the light most favorable to the 
respondent.  
 
As a result, counsel should ensure that every question and sub-question on 
Form I-589 is fully and explicitly answered on the form itself, rather than 
relying solely on an attached or forthcoming declaration. In addition, counsel 
should ensure that the Form I-589 itself contains sufficient factual detail to 
demonstrate prima facie eligibility for relief. 
 
For additional background and recommendations, please see Human Right First’s 
January 2026 Practice Advisory on Pretermissions, available on our pro bono 
resource library. In addition, please consult with your mentoring attorney for up-to-
date advice before filing your client’s Form I-589. 
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9. Mailing Address in the U.S. (if different than the address in Item Number 8)

8. Residence in the U.S. (where you physically reside)

Telephone Number

Telephone Number

(

18. Check the box, a through c, that applies:

START HERE - Type or print in black ink.  See the instructions for information about eligibility and how to complete and file this 
application.  There is no filing fee for this application.

Part A.I.  Information About You
1. Alien Registration Number(s) (A-Number) (if any) 2. U.S. Social Security Number (if any)

4. Complete Last Name

7. What other names have you used (include maiden name and aliases)?

Street Number and Name

City 

12. Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy)

14.  Present Nationality (Citizenship)

5. First Name 6. Middle Name

)

Apt. Number

State Zip Code 

Apt. NumberStreet Number and Name

Zip Code City State 

10.  Gender: Male Female 11.  Marital Status: Single Married Divorced Widowed

13.  City and Country of Birth

15.   Nationality at Birth 16.  Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group 17. Religion

I have never been in Immigration Court proceedings.

I am not now in Immigration Court proceedings, but I have been in the past.I am now in Immigration Court proceedings.

a.

c.b.

19. Complete 19 a through c.
a. When did you last leave your country? (mm/dd/yyyy) b. What is your current I-94 Number, if any?

c. List each entry into the U.S. beginning with your most recent entry.  List date (mm/dd/yyyy), place, and your status for each entry.
(Attach additional sheets as needed.)

Date Place Status

Date Place Status

Date Place Status

20. What country issued your last passport or travel
document? 21. Passport Number

Travel Document Number

NOTE:          Check this box if you also want to apply for withholding of removal under the Convention Against Torture.

( )

Date Status Expires

22. Expiration Date
(mm/dd/yyyy)

In Care Of (if applicable):

23. What is your native language (include dialect, if applicable)? 24. Are you fluent in English?
Yes No

25. What other languages do you speak fluently?

3. USCIS Online Account Number (if any)

Form I-589   Edition   03/01/23

(NOTE: You must be residing in the United States to submit this form.)

Application for Asylum and for  
Withholding of Removal 

Department of Homeland Security 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services

USCIS 
Form I-589 

OMB No. 1615-0067 
Expires 09/30/2027

123-456-789 N/A N/A

Perez Fuentes Carmen

123 Home Street N/A

Los Angeles CA 90001 999-9999999

09/24/1990 Aldea Tiza, Guatemala

Guatemalan Guatemalan Mayan Catholic

12/03/2023 N/A

12/23/2023 Yuma, Arizona Asylum Seeker N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A N/A

K'iche' N/A

N/A 
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24. If in the U.S., is your spouse to be included in this application?  (Check the appropriate box.)

15.  Is this person in the U.S.?

14. Gender

1.  Alien Registration Number (A-Number) 
 (if any)

5.  Complete Last Name

9.  Date of Marriage (mm/dd/yyyy)

12. Nationality (Citizenship)

16. Place of last entry into the 
      U.S.    

20. What is your spouse's 
current status?

2.  Passport/ID Card Number 
(if any)

3.  Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy) 4. U.S. Social Security Number 
(if any)

6.  First Name 7.  Middle Name 8. Other names used (include 
maiden name and aliases)

10.  Place of Marriage 11.  City and Country of Birth

13. Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group
Male Female

No (Specify location):

17. Date of last entry into the 
U.S. (mm/dd/yyyy)

18. I-94 Number (if any) 19. Status when last admitted 
(Visa type, if any)

21. What is the expiration date of his/her 
authorized stay, if any? (mm/dd/yyyy)

23.  If previously in the U.S., date of 
previous arrival (mm/dd/yyyy)

22. Is your spouse in Immigration 
Court proceedings?

Yes No

Yes

No

Yes (Complete Blocks 16 to 24.)

I am not married.  (Skip to Your Children below.)

Your Children. List all of your children, regardless of age, location, or marital status.

I have children.  Total number of children: .

(NOTE: Use Form I-589 Supplement A or attach additional sheets of paper and documentation if you have more than four children.)

Your spouse

Part A.II. Information About Your Spouse and Children

13. Is this child in the U.S. ?

5.  Complete Last Name

9. City and Country of Birth 

6.  First Name 7. Middle Name 8.  Date of Birth  (mm/dd/yyyy)

10. Nationality (Citizenship) 11. Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group 12. Gender

14. Place of last entry into the U.S. 15. Date of last entry into the 
U.S. (mm/dd/yyyy)

16. I-94 Number (If any) 17. Status when last admitted 
(Visa type, if any)

18. What is your child's current status? 19. What is the expiration date of his/her 
authorized stay, if any? (mm/dd/yyyy)

20. Is your child in Immigration Court proceedings?

21. If in the U.S., is this child to be included in this application?  (Check the appropriate box.)

1. Alien Registration Number (A-Number) 
(if any) 

2.  Passport/ID Card Number   
(if any)

3. Marital Status (Married, Single, 
Divorced, Widowed)

4.  U.S. Social Security Number 
(if any)

Male Female

Yes No

Yes 

No

Yes (Complete Blocks 14 to 21.) No (Specify location):

I do not have any children.  (Skip to Part A.III., Information about your background.)

Form I-589   Edition   03/01/23

For EOIR use only. For 
USCIS 

use only.

Action: Decision:

Asylum Officer ID No.:
Approval Date:
Denial Date:
Referral Date:

Interview Date:

2

123-456-780 N/A Single N/A

Perez Fuentes Eric 01/01/2021

!"#$%&#'#(!"#$%&'()%*&+,%-$.%"% !"#"$

!"#$%&'()*+,$ !"#"$#"%"$ !"# !"#

!"#$%&'())*)+ !"#
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Part A.II. Information About Your Spouse and Children (continued)

13. Is this child in the U.S. ?

5. Complete Last Name

9. City and Country of Birth

6. First Name 7. Middle Name 8. Date of Birth  (mm/dd/yyyy)

10.Nationality (Citizenship) 12.Gender

14.Place of last entry into the U.S. 15.Date of last entry into the
U.S. (mm/dd/yyyy)

16. I-94 Number (If any) 17.Status when last admitted
(Visa type, if any)

18.What is your child's current status? 19.What is the expiration date of his/her
authorized stay, if any? (mm/dd/yyyy)

20. Is your child in Immigration Court proceedings?

21. If in the U.S., is this child to be included in this application?  (Check the appropriate box.)

Yes No

Yes 

No

1. Alien Registration Number (A-Number)
(if any)

2. Passport/ID Card Number
(if any)

3. Marital Status (Married, Single,
Divorced, Widowed)

4. U.S. Social Security Number
(if any)

Male Female

13. Is this child in the U.S. ?

5. Complete Last Name

9. City and Country of Birth

6. First Name 7. Middle Name 8. Date of Birth  (mm/dd/yyyy)

10.Nationality (Citizenship) 11.Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group 12.Gender

14.Place of last entry into the U.S. 15.Date of last entry into the
U.S. (mm/dd/yyyy)

16. I-94 Number (If any) 17.Status when last admitted
(Visa type, if any)

18.What is your child's current status? 19.What is the expiration date of his/her
authorized stay, if any? (mm/dd/yyyy)

20. Is your child in Immigration Court proceedings?

21. If in the U.S., is this child to be included in this application?  (Check the appropriate box.)

1. Alien Registration Number (A-Number)
(if any)

2. Passport/ID Card Number
(if any)

3. Marital Status (Married, Single,
Divorced, Widowed)

4. U.S. Social Security Number
(if any)

Male Female

Yes No

Yes

No

13. Is this child in the U.S. ?

5. Complete Last Name

9. City and Country of Birth

6. First Name 7. Middle Name 8. Date of Birth  (mm/dd/yyyy)

10.Nationality (Citizenship) 11.Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group 12.Gender

14.Place of last entry into the U.S. 15.Date of last entry into the
U.S. (mm/dd/yyyy)

16. I-94 Number (If any) 17.Status when last admitted
(Visa type, if any)

18.What is your child's current status? 19.What is the expiration date of his/her
authorized stay, if any? (mm/dd/yyyy)

20. Is your child in Immigration Court proceedings?

21. If in the U.S., is this child to be included in this application?  (Check the appropriate box.)

1. Alien Registration Number (A-Number)
(if any)

2. Passport/ID Card Number
(if any)

3. Marital Status (Married, Single,
Divorced, Widowed)

4. U.S. Social Security Number
(if any)

Male Female

Yes No

Yes 

No

Yes (Complete Blocks 14 to 21.) No (Specify location):

Yes (Complete Blocks 14 to 21.) No (Specify location):

Yes (Complete Blocks 14 to 21.) No (Specify location):

11.Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group

Form I-589   Edition   03/01/23

!"# !"# !"#$%& !"#
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Part A.III. Information About Your Background

1. List your last address where you lived before coming to the United States. If this is not the country where you fear persecution, also list the last
address in the country where you fear persecution.  (List Address, City/Town, Department, Province, or State and Country.)
(! OTE: Use Form I-589 Supplement B, or additional sheets of paper, if necessary.)

Number and Street 
(Provide if available)

City/Town Department, Province, or State Country
Dates 

From (Mo/Yr)    To (Mo/Yr)

2. Provide the following information about your residences during the past 5 years.  List your present address first.
(! OTE: Use Form I-589 Supplement B, or additional sheets of paper, if necessary.)

Number and Street City/Town Department, Province, or State Country
Dates 

From (Mo/Yr)    To (Mo/Yr)

3. Provide the following information about your education, beginning with the most recent school that you attended.
(! OTE: Use Form I-589 Supplement B, or additional sheets of paper, if necessary.)

Name of School Type of School Location (Address)
Attended 

From (Mo/Yr)     To (Mo/Yr)

4. Provide the following information about your employment during the past 5 years.  List your present employment first.
(! OTE: Use Form I-589 Supplement B, or additional sheets of paper, if necessary.)

Name and Address of Employer Your Occupation
Dates 

From (Mo/Yr)     To (Mo/Yr)

5. Provide the following information about your parents and siblings (brothers and sisters). Check the box if the person is deceased.
(! OTE: Use Form I-589 Supplement B, or additional sheets of paper, if necessary.)

Full Name

Mother

Father

Sibling

City/Town and Country of Birth Current Location

Deceased

Deceased

Deceased

Sibling Deceased

Sibling Deceased

Sibling Deceased

Form I-589   Edition   03/01/23
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1. Why are you applying for asylum or withholding of removal under section 241(b)(3) of the INA, or for withholding of removal under the
Convention Against Torture? Check the appropriate box(es) below and then provide detailed answers to questions A and B below.

Religion

Nationality

Political opinion

Membership in a particular social group

Torture Convention

A. Have you, your family, or close friends or colleagues ever experienced harm or mistreatment or threats in the past by anyone?

Yes

If "Yes," explain in detail:  
1. What happened;
2. When the harm or mistreatment or threats occurred;
3. Who caused the harm or mistreatment or threats; and
4. Why you believe the harm or mistreatment or threats occurred.

B. Do you fear harm or mistreatment if you return to your home country?

Yes

If "Yes," explain in detail: 
1. What harm or mistreatment you fear;
2. Who you believe would harm or mistreat you; and
3. Why you believe you would or could be harmed or mistreated.

Part B. Information About Your Application

(! OTE:  Use Form I-589 Supplement B, or attach additional sheets of paper as needed to complete your responses to the questions contained in 
Part B.)

When answering the following questions about your asylum or other protection claim (withholding of removal under 241(b)(3) of the INA or 
withholding of removal under the Convention Against Torture), you must provide a detailed and specific account of the basis of your claim to asylum 
or other protection. To the best of your ability, provide specific dates, places, and descriptions about each event or action described. You must attach 
documents evidencing the general conditions in the country from which you are seeking asylum or other protection and the specific facts on which 
you are relying to support your claim. If this documentation is unavailable or you are not providing this documentation with your application, explain 
why in your responses to the following questions. 

Refer to Instructions, Part 1: Filing Instructions, Section II, "Basis of Eligibility," Parts A - D, Section V, Completing the Form," Part B, and Section 
VII, "Additional Evidence That You Should Submit," for more information on completing this section of the form.

I am seeking asylum or withholding of removal based on:

Race

No

No

Form I-589   Edition   03/01/23
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A,3%'(("3&-/&5)*#8")4&E'%,".4&7*)&)'%6*-?&@8"/&'.6*&#8)"'#"%"3&#*&A,3%'(&-"&'%3&-/&6*%&F),>?��
@8"&<'%<&#')<"##"3&-"&5">'=6"&C&'-&'%&C%3,<"%*=6&GH,>8"H&9'/'%&$*-'%?&@8"/&'.6*&#')<"#"3��
-"&'%3&-/&7'-,./&-"-5")6&5">'=6"&*7&*=)&7'-,./&-"-5")68,(&'%3&5">'=6"&$"&')"&,%3,<"%*=6?&

!"#$%&"'(%'")$)*$&+",#"'($"-./0"1%21"3455"6472%89"',&':&$9"%27"6455")$;"-$)*$&+",#"-./0"(%<$"%5&$%7="
6455$7"'3,")$)*$&+",#")="#%)45="%27"6472%88$7")="*&,'($&9"%27"'($="'(&$%'$2$7"',"6472%8"%27"6455")$"
*$#,&$"!"#5$7"#&,)">:%'$)%5%;"!"%5+,"#$%&"'(%'")$)*$&+",#"-./0"3455"6472%8"%27"6455")="+,29"?&4@9"*$@%:+$��
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"

Rebecca Taylor
NOTE: To avoid pretermission, please ensure your client answers every question and sub-question on the I-589 explicitly and provides sufficient factual detail to support a prima facie claim for relief. Your client’s answers may be too long to fit in the I-589 text box; if so, you should continue the answer on a supplemental page attached to the I-589. Do not reference an external or forthcoming declaration. All information to support a prima facie claim should be included on the I-589 and supplemental pages.
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2. Have you or your family members ever been accused, charged, arrested, detained, interrogated, convicted and sentenced, or imprisoned in any
country other than the United States (including for an immigration law violation)?

Yes

If "Yes," explain the circumstances and reasons for the action.

3.A. Have you or your family members ever belonged to or been associated with any organizations or groups in your home country, such as, but not
limited to, a political party, student group, labor union, religious organization, military or paramilitary group, civil patrol, guerrilla organization, 
ethnic group, human rights group, or the press or media?

Yes

If "Yes," describe for each person the level of participation, any leadership or other positions held, and the length of time you or your family 
members were involved in each organization or activity.

3.B. Do you or your family members continue to participate in any way in these organizations or groups?

Yes

If "Yes," describe for each person your or your family members' current level of participation, any leadership or other positions currently held, 
and the length of time you or your family members have been involved in each organization or group.

4. Are you afraid of being subjected to torture in your home country or any other country to which you may be returned?

Yes

If "Yes," explain why you are afraid and describe the nature of torture you fear, by whom, and why it would be inflicted.

Part B. Information About Your Application  (continued)

No

No

No

No
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(! OTE: Use Form I-589 Supplement B, or attach additional sheets of paper as needed to complete your responses to the questions contained in 
Part C.)

Part C. Additional Information About Your Application

1. Have you, your spouse, your child(ren), your parents or your siblings ever applied to the U.S. Government for refugee status, asylum, or
withholding of removal?

Yes

If "Yes," explain the decision and what happened to any status you, your spouse, your child(ren), your parents, or your siblings received as a 
result of that decision.  Indicate whether or not you were included in a parent or spouse's application.  If so, include your parent or spouse's   
A-number in your response.  If you have been denied asylum by an immigration judge or the Board of Immigration Appeals, describe any
change(s) in conditions in your country or your own personal circumstances since the date of the denial that may affect your eligibility for
asylum.

If "Yes" to either or both questions (2A and/or 2B), provide for each person the following: the name of each country and the length of stay, the 
person's status while there, the reasons for leaving, whether or not the person is entitled to return for lawful residence purposes, and whether the 
person applied for refugee status or for asylum while there, and if not, why he or she did not do so.

Yes

Yes

3. Have you, your spouse or your child(ren) ever ordered, incited, assisted or otherwise participated in causing harm or suffering to any person
because of his or her race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group or belief in a particular political opinion?

Yes

If "Yes," describe in detail each such incident and your own, your spouse's, or your child(ren)'s involvement.

2.A.  After leaving the country from which you are claiming asylum, did you or your spouse or child(ren) who are now in the United States travel
through or reside in any other country before entering the United States?

2.B.  Have you, your spouse, your child(ren), or other family members, such as your parents or siblings, ever applied for or received any lawful status
in any country other than the one from which you are now claiming asylum?

No

No

No

No

Form I-589   Edition   03/01/23
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Part C. Additional Information About Your Application  (continued)

4. After you left the country where you were harmed or fear harm, did you return to that country?

 Yes

If "Yes," describe in detail the circumstances of your visit(s) (for example, the date(s) of the trip(s), the purpose(s) of the trip(s), and the length 
of time you remained in that country for the visit(s).)

5. Are you filing this application more than 1 year after your last arrival in the United States?

 Yes

If "Yes," explain why you did not file within the first year after you arrived.  You must be prepared to explain at your interview or hearing why 
you did not file your asylum application within the first year after you arrived.  For guidance in answering this question, see Instructions, Part 1: 
Filing Instructions, Section V. "Completing the Form," Part C.

No

No

6. Have you or any member of your family included in the application ever committed any crime and/or been arrested, charged, convicted, or
sentenced for any crimes in the United States (including for an immigration law violation)?

 Yes

If "Yes," for each instance, specify in your response: what occurred and the circumstances, dates, length of sentence received, location, the 
duration of the detention or imprisonment, reason(s) for the detention or conviction, any formal charges that were lodged against you or your 
relatives included in your application, and the reason(s) for release.  Attach documents referring to these incidents, if they are available, or an 
explanation of why documents are not available.

No

Form I-589   Edition   03/01/23
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Part D. Your Signature

Daytime Telephone Number

I certify, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America, that this application and the evidence submitted with it are all true 
and correct.  Title 18, United States Code, Section 1546(a), provides in part: Whoever knowingly makes under oath, or as permitted under penalty of 
perjury under Section 1746 of Title 28, United States Code, knowingly subscribes as true, any false statement with respect to a material fact in any 
application, affidavit, or other document required by the immigration laws or regulations prescribed thereunder, or knowingly presents any such 
application, affidavit, or other document containing any such false statement or which fails to contain any reasonable basis in law or fact - shall be 
fined in accordance with this title or imprisoned for up to 25 years.  I certify that I am physically present in the United States or seeking admission at 
a Port of Entry when I execute this application.  I authorize the release of any information from my immigration record that U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) needs to determine eligibility for the benefit I am seeking.

WARNING:  Applicants who are in the United States unlawfully  are subject to removal if their asylum or withholding claims are not 
granted by an asylum officer or an immigration judge.  Any information provided in completing this application may be used as a basis for 
the institution of, or as evidence in, removal proceedings even if the application is later withdrawn.  Applicants determined to have 
knowingly made a frivolous application for asylum will be permanently ineligible for any benefits under the Immigration and ! ationality 
Act.  You may not avoid a frivolous finding simply because someone advised you to provide false information in your asylum application.  If 
filing with USCIS, unexcused failure to appear for an appointment to provide biometrics (such as fingerprints) and your biographical 
information within the time allowed may result in an asylum officer dismissing your asylum application or referring it to an immigration 
judge.  Failure without good cause to provide DHS with biometrics or other biographical information while in removal proceedings may 
result in your application being found abandoned by the immigration judge.  See sections 208(d)(5)(A) and 208(d)(6) of the I! A and 8 CFR 
sections 208.10, 1208.10, 208.20, 1003.47(d) and 1208.20.

Print your complete name. Write your name in your native alphabet.

Did your spouse, parent, or child(ren) assist you in completing this application? Yes (If "Yes," list the name and relationship.)

(Name) (Relationship) (Name) (Relationship)

Did someone other than your spouse, parent, or child(ren) prepare this application? Yes (If "Yes,"complete Part E.)

Asylum applicants may be represented by counsel.  Have you been provided with a list of 
persons who may be available to assist you, at little or no cost, with your asylum claim? 

Yes 

Signature of Applicant (The person in Part. A.I.)

Sign your name so it all appears within the brackets
[ ]

Part E.  Declaration of Person Preparing Form, if Other Than Applicant, Spouse, Parent, or Child

I declare that I have prepared this application at the request of the person named in Part D, that the responses provided are based on all information of 
which I have knowledge, or which was provided to me by the applicant, and that the completed application was read to the applicant in his or her 
native language or a language he or she understands for verification before he or she signed the application in my presence. I am aware that the 
knowing placement of false information on the Form I-589 may also subject me to civil penalties under 8 U.S.C. 1324c and/or criminal penalties 
under 18 U.S.C. 1546(a).

Signature of Preparer Print Complete Name of Preparer

Apt. Number City State Zip Code

Address of Preparer: Street Number and Name

)(

No

No

No

Attorney State Bar ! umber (if 
applicable)

Select this box if 
Form G-28 is 
attached.

Attorney or Accredited Representative 
USCIS Online Account ! umber (if any)

To be completed by an 
attorney or accredited 
representative (if any).

Date (mm/dd/yyyy)
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Part F. To Be Completed at Asylum Interview, if Applicable

! OTE:  You will be asked to complete this part when you appear for examination before an asylum officer of the Department of Homeland Security, 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).

I swear (affirm) that I know the contents of this application that I am signing, including the attached documents and supplements, that they are 
      all true or        not all true to the best of my knowledge and that correction(s) numbered            to             were made by me or at my request. 
Furthermore, I am aware that if I am determined to have knowingly made a frivolous application for asylum I will be permanently ineligible for any 
benefits under the Immigration and Nationality Act, and that I may not avoid a frivolous finding simply because someone advised me to provide 
false information in my asylum application.

Signed and sworn to before me by the above named applicant on:

Date (mm/dd/yyyy)

Signature of Asylum OfficerWrite Your Name in Your Native Alphabet

Signature of Applicant

Part G. To Be Completed at Removal Hearing, if Applicable

! OTE: You will be asked to complete this Part when you appear before an immigration judge of  the U.S. Department of Justice, Executive Office 
for Immigration Review (EOIR), for a hearing. 

I swear (affirm) that I know the contents of this application that I am signing, including the attached documents and supplements, that they are 
      all true or        not all true to the best of my knowledge and that correction(s) numbered to were made by me or at my request. 
Furthermore, I am aware that if I am determined to have knowingly made a frivolous application for asylum I will be permanently ineligible for any 
benefits under the Immigration and Nationality Act, and that I may not avoid a frivolous finding simply because someone advised me to provide 
false information in my asylum application.

Signed and sworn to before me by the above named applicant on:

Date (mm/dd/yyyy)

Signature of Immigration JudgeWrite Your Name in Your Native Alphabet

Signature of Applicant

Form I-589   Edition   03/01/23
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A-Number (If available) Date

Applicant's Name Applicant's Signature

List All of Your Children, Regardless of Age or Marital Status 
(! OTE:  Use this form and attach additional pages and documentation as needed, if you have more than four children)

13. Is this child in the U.S. ?

5. Complete Last Name

9. City and Country of Birth

6. First Name 7. Middle Name 8. Date of Birth  (mm/dd/yyyy)

10.Nationality (Citizenship) 11.Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group 12.Gender

14.Place of last entry into the U.S. 15.Date of last entry into the
U.S. (mm/dd/yyyy)

16. I-94 Number (If any) 17.Status when last admitted
(Visa type, if any)

18.What is your child's current status? 19.What is the expiration date of his/her
authorized stay, if any? (mm/dd/yyyy)

20. Is your child in Immigration Court proceedings?

21. If in the U.S., is this child to be included in this application?  (Check the appropriate box.)

1. Alien Registration Number (A-Number)
(if any)

2. Passport/ID Card Number
(if any)

3. Marital Status (Married, Single,
Divorced, Widowed)

4. U.S. Social Security Number
(if any)

Male Female

Yes No

Yes 

No

Yes (Complete Blocks 14 to 21.) No (Specify location):

13. Is this child in the U.S. ?

5. Complete Last Name

9. City and Country of Birth

6. First Name 7. Middle Name 8. Date of Birth  (mm/dd/yyyy)

10.Nationality (Citizenship) 11.Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group 12.Gender

14.Place of last entry into the U.S. 15.Date of last entry into the
U.S. (mm/dd/yyyy)

16. I-94 Number (If any) 17.Status when last admitted
(Visa type, if any)

18.What is your child's current status? 19.What is the expiration date of his/her
authorized stay, if any? (mm/dd/yyyy)

20. Is your child in Immigration Court proceedings?

21. If in the U.S., is this child to be included in this application?  (Check the appropriate box.)

1. Alien Registration Number (A-Number)
(if any)

2. Passport/ID Card Number
(if any)

3. Marital Status (Married, Single,
Divorced, Widowed)

4. U.S. Social Security Number
(if any)

Male Female

Yes No

Yes 

No

Yes (Complete Blocks 14 to 21.) No (Specify location):

Form I-589 Supplement A   Edition   03/01/23
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Additional Information About Your Claim to Asylum

Applicant's Signature

Date A-Number (if available)

Applicant's Name

! OTE:  Use this as a continuation page for any additional information requested.  Copy and complete as needed.

Part

Question

Form I-589 Supplement B   Edition   03/01/23

Application for Asylum and for  
Withholding of Removal Supplement B 

Department of Homeland Security 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services

USCIS 
Form I-589 

OMB No. 1615-0069 
Expires 09/30/2027
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  

In Re:       

�&�D�U�P�H�Q���3�H�U�H�]���)�X�H�Q�W�H�V

   File ! o: 

         �� A ���������������������� 

I, �/�D�U�U�\�� �/�D�Z�\�H�U, hereby certify that on �'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�� ����, 2024 I filed the foregoing 
I-589, APPLICATION FOR ASYLUM AND FOR WITHHOLDING OF REMOVAL 
AND PROTECTION UNDER THE CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE, and any 
attached documents via ECAS, which will complete service on opposing counsel in the 
Department of Homeland Security. See IMMIGRATION COURT PRACTICE MANUAL , Chapter 3.2(a)
(1).!

Date: ��������������������! !!�� �/�D�U�U�\���/�D�Z�\�H�U!
�� �/�D�U�U�\���/�D�Z�\�H�U

         �����/�D�Z���)�L�U�P 
   ����������������Pro bono counsel for the Respondent

�� �7�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H���� ������������������������      ���� �� �� ���������� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ������
  �� Email:���O�D�Z�\�H�U�#�O�D�Z�I�L�U�P���F�R�P  
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U! ITED STATES DEPARTME ! T OF JUSTICE 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATIO !  REVIEW  

LOS A! GELES IMMIGRATIO !  COURT  
LOS A! GELES, CALIFOR ! IA  

____________________________________ 
 ) 

In the Matter of: ) 
) 

Carmen PEREZ FUE! TES ) File ! o: A 123-456-789 
Eric PEREZ FUE! TES )     A 123-456-780 

)
In Removal Proceedings ) 
____________________________________) 

DECLARATIO !  OF CARME !  PEREZ FUE! TEZ I !  SUPPORT OF APPLICATIO !  
FOR ASYLUM , WITHHOLDI ! G OF REMOVAL, A ! D PROTECTIO !  U! DER THE 

CO! VE! TIO !  AGAI ! ST TORTURE 

I, Carmen Perez Fuentes, swear and affirm that the following declaration in support of my 

application for asylum is true and correct. 

1. My true and complete name is Carmen Perez Fuentes. I was born on September 24, 1990

in Aldea Tiza, Peten, Guatemala.

2. This declaration was prepared with the assistance of my attorney at Human Rights First

in English, then translated into Spanish and orally interpreted to me in �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶, my

native language. I have reviewed this declaration in my native language, and I

understand and agree to its contents.

Family Background and Childhood 

3. I was born on September 24, 1990, in Aldea Tiza, Peten, Guatemala. My �P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���Q�D�P�H

is Luz Perez Fuentes �D�Q�G���P�\���I�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���Z�D�V��Juan Perez Fuentes. I am one of two

siblings.

4. My family is Mayan and speaks �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶. Some of my relatives understand Spanish, but I

do not. I attended school in Aldea Tiza for approximately five years.



5. My parents worked as fieldworkers. We did not own land, so my parents worked on

�R�W�K�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���O�D�Q�G����Our neighbors were other indigenous families, and we did not have

any problems with the other families in our area when I was a young child.

MS-13 Began to Target My Family and Tortured and Murdered My Father

6. In approximately late 2002, when I was about twelve years old, members of the MS-13

�J�D�Q�J���F�D�P�H���W�R���P�\���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���K�R�X�V�H���L�Q���$�O�G�H�D��Tiza. I could tell they were members of the

MS-13 gang because they had tattoos on their faces and arms. They told my father that

he had to pay them a bribe or else they would kill him or kidnap me and my brother. My

father refused to pay, and after the MS-13 members left, he told me and my siblings that

we had to stay inside the house from then on to avoid being kidnapped by MS-13.

7. Members of MS-13 returned to our house every week or so to demand bribes from my

father. In addition to threatening to kill us or kidnap us, they insulted us and called us

�³mierdas indias�  ́���³�V�K�L�W�W�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´�� and beat my father when he refused to pay. When my

father kept refusing to pay a bribe, they invited him to join the gang instead of paying

them off and told him that people would leave our family alone if he did join. My father

always refused to join the gang.

8. The MS-13 members were all ladino (the term used to refer to people of European

descent) and came from outside Aldea Tiza. None were Mayan like me and my family.

Some of the gang had learned to speak some �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶, so I could understand some of

what they said to my father when they came to the house. I was home every time they

came to extort us since my parents did not allow us to leave the house out of fear that the

gang members would kidnap me and my brother.

9. My family was scared that MS-13 would kill us or kidnap us, but there was nobody who

could help us. There are no police in Aldea Tiza, and all the other families were too

scared of the gang members to stand up to them. The other Mayan families in Aldea Tiza

paid bribes in hopes that MS-13 would leave them alone, but my family did not own our

own land and struggled to pay the bribes that gang demanded.

10.My parents were too scared to leave the house to work, but we had no other way to

survive. In approximately December 2002, my father decided to flee to another distant

part of Guatemala so he could work without threats from MS-13 and earn money to

provide for us.
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11. In approximately early �������������D���P�D�Q���,���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���N�Q�Rw came to our house while I was home 

and asked to talk to my mother. He told my mother that MS-13 had killed my father, and 

�K�H���V�K�R�Z�H�G���P�\���P�R�W�K�H�U���D���S�L�F�W�X�U�H���R�I���P�\���I�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V���P�X�W�L�O�D�W�H�G���F�R�U�S�V�H�� He said that members of 

MS-13 had hacked my father to death with a machete. I believe this man was a friend of 

�P�\���I�D�W�K�H�U�¶s from the finca (a private farm) he had been working on. 

12. My father had tried to get far away from Aldea Tiza in order to escape MS-13. After 

MS-13 killed him in another part of Guatemala, we could not afford to pay to have his 

body returned to us. We could not afford to travel to a city where we might find police or 

�D���F�R�X�U�W���W�R���U�H�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���P�X�U�G�H�U���W�R�����D�Q�G���Z�H���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���V�S�H�D�N���6�S�D�Q�L�V�K���V�R��we could not 

communicate with officials in order to make a report.  

13. I believe MS-13 targeted and murdered my father because he was poor and indigenous, 

�D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���P�R�U�H���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���M�R�L�Q���W�K�H���J�D�Q�J���V�L�Q�F�H���K�H���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���D�I�I�R�U�G���W�R���S�D�\��

a bribe. I believe this because the ladino MS-13 members always called him racist 

�L�Q�V�X�O�W�V���O�L�N�H���³mierda india�´�����³�V�K�L�W�W�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´����when they threatened us in our home.  

Members of MS-13 Raped Me and Bludgeoned Me with a Rock 

14. After MS-13 murdered my father, my family and I went to live with my maternal 

grandmother in another house in Aldea Tiza. I lived there with my mother, brother, and 

my grandmother.  

15. Even though we moved to another house, the same MS-13 members started coming to 

our new home to extort us and threaten us. They demanded a bribe every week, which 

we paid out of fear that they would kill us like they had killed my father.  

16. My grandmother could not support our entire family, so as the eldest child I had to start 

working to help support our family. As a thirteen-year-old girl with only a few years of 

schooling, the only work I could find was in the fields.  

17. I had to walk long distances to work on different farms, and members of MS-13 often 

preyed upon me and my family members as we walked to and from work. Every time 

they confronted me, they demanded �D�O�O���W�K�H���P�R�Q�H�\���,���Z�D�V���F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J�����,�I���,���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�\��

money, they would beat me. They often carried pistols or knives and I was scared they 

would kill me like they had killed my father.  
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18. In one of these attacks, a group of approximately ten members of MS-13 cornered me 

while I was walking alone to the fields and began to push me. They had MS-13 tattoos 

on their hands and faces. �7�K�H�\���F�D�O�O�H�G���P�H���D���³mierda india estupida�  ́(�³stupid indian piece 

of shit� )́ and pushed me to the ground.  

19. When I was approximately sixteen years old, three members of MS-13 raped me and 

beat me badly while I was working in a corn field. When they came up to me, they called 

�P�H���³mierda india�  ́���³�V�K�L�W�W�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´��. During the attack, they forced a cloth into my 

mouth so that I could not scream, and they struck me in the head with a large rock. They 

did not attempt to rob me during this attack, they just attacked me and raped me without 

trying to take my money.  

20. I still have a scar on my forehead from where they hit me with the rock. I also suffer 

from headaches and emotional problems. The men hurt my leg during the attack, and it 

remained painful for months afterwards. To this day, I struggle to carry more than fifteen 

or twenty pounds because of my injuries. I was not able to get medical care for my 

injuries because all the doctors and hospitals are hours away in the major cities, and 

nobody in Aldea Tiza had a car to help me get there.  

21. I recognized the three men who raped me and beat me as MS-13 members who had 

threatened us at my house over the previous years, but I could not report the attack 

because there was no police or other authority in the area, and police officers and other 

officials generally only speak Spanish.  

I Start ed a Family While MS-13 Continued to Threaten Me and Murdered My Uncle 

22. Members of MS-13 did not stop threatening me and my family after they raped me. They 

continued to come to our house to extort us about once a week. When they came to the 

house, they often threatened to kill us if we did not pay. When my family members and I 

left our house to work, members of MS-13 would corner us on the path and demand we 

pay them a bribe. This went on for years, and even though my family barely had enough 

money to survive, we paid the bribes because we believed that the MS-13 members 

would act on their threats to kill us.  

23. I believe MS-13 continued to focus on my family in particular because, after they killed 

my father, they saw me and the rest of my family as easy prey. They knew my family 
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and I had no adult males in our house to protect us, and without a male provider, we 

were poorer than the other families in Aldea Tiza and might be more likely to agree to 

work for the gang out of desperation. 

24. When I was about eighteen years old, I began a relationship with a man named Octavio 

Lopez Lopez ���³�0�U�����/�R�S�H�]�´��. We had two children together: a son born in 2009 named 

Diego Perez Fuentes, and another son born in 2021 named Eric Perez Fuentes. We lived 

�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���L�Q���P�\���J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���K�R�X�V�H. 

25. Members of MS-13 murdered my uncle, Jose Perez Fuentes, on approximately February 

29, 2010. My uncle owned a small piece of land in a nearby hamlet called Ixcate, about 

five kilometers from Aldea Tiza, so the gang mistakenly believed that he must have had 

a lot of money. They demanded that he pay a bribe, and when he refused, they kill ed 

him. A gang member later told me that he had targeted my uncle because he was 

indigenous. We could not report the murder because there were no authorities in our area 

to report to.  

I Tried To Live and Work In Other Parts of Guatemala, But MS-13 Hunted Me 

26. I worried that MS-13 members would kill me because I struggled to have enough money 

to pay them bribes every time they demanded, and they beat me whenever I could not 

pay. I thought I might be able to escape from MS-13 by finding work in another part of 

Guatemala. In approximately 2012, I went to work on a finca (an agricultural estate) in 

Jalapa, a town on the other side of Guatemala �D�Q�G���D���I�X�O�O���G�D�\�¶�V���G�U�L�Y�H���I�U�R�P���$�O�G�H�D��Tiza. 

27. Shortly after I left for Jalapa, MS-13 members came to my �J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V house in 

Aldea Tiza �D�Q�G���D�V�N�H�G���Z�K�H�U�H���,���K�D�G���J�R�Q�H�����0�\���J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U���O�L�H�G���D�Q�G���V�D�L�G���V�K�H���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z����

but they still found me in Jalapa�����,���G�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���I�R�X�Q�G���P�H�����E�X�W���0�6-13 has 

members in every part of Guatemala.  

28. MS-13 members confronted me while I was working in Jalapa and demanded money. I 

recognized these men from Aldea Tiza, as they had attacked me and threatened me 

before�����:�K�H�Q���,���W�R�O�G���W�K�H�P���W�K�D�W���,���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�\���P�R�Q�H�\�����W�K�H�\���E�H�D�W���P�H���D�Q�G���F�D�O�O�H�G���P�H��

�³malnacida ind’gena�´ (literally, �³ill -bred Indian,�  ́used as a highly offensive insult in 

Guatemala)���´�� 
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29. One of them, a ladino man who was about 50 years old and spoke �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶, told me he 

had participated in the murder of my uncle in 2010, and that they had extorted my Uncle 

�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���Z�D�V���L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���D�Q�G���N�L�O�O�H�G���K�L�P���Z�K�H�Q���K�H���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���S�D�\���� 

30. I could not report this attack because I was far from the capital or any other area where 

police might be, and because I could not communicate with ladino officials who speak 

Spanish. The ladino man who I was working for on the finca witnessed the attack, but he 

�G�L�G�Q�¶�W���G�R���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���K�H�O�S���Q�R�U���G�L�G���K�H���F�D�O�O���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�H���I�R�U���P�H���� 

31. I tried to keep working in Jalapa cutting and cleaning coffee beans, but I struggled to 

keep up with the hard labor because I had injuries from the attack by MS-13 members. 

My leg became swollen and painful. The ladino owner of the finca mocked me and 

insulted me for being Indigenous and for not understanding Spanish. He called me an 

�³estupida india���´�����³�V�W�X�S�L�G���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´��. �+�H���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���W�U�H�D�W���D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���W�K�L�V���Z�D�\. He also 

only paid me 40 Quetzales per week, less than the other workers told me they were 

making. After about two months, I was completely unable to work due to my physical 

condition and had to return home to Aldea Tiza. 

32. I did not feel safe after returning to Aldea Tiza. MS-13 extorted me or threatened me 

almost every time I left my house. I was so scared to leave my house that I could not 

work.  

33. A few months later, in approximately 2012, I left again and went to Guatemala City 

looking for work.  

34. I found a job in a restaurant, and the owner allowed me to live with him. One day during 

this time, I was robbed by MS-13 members in the street while I was running errands. 

They threatened me with pistols and knives. They called me an �³indian�  ́and robbed me 

of all the money I had. 

35. I went to a police station to make a report, but I struggled to communicate with the 

officers because they only spoke Spanish�����7�K�H�\���O�D�X�J�K�H�G���D�W���P�H���D�Q�G���F�D�O�O�H�G���P�H���D���³jodida 

india�  ́���³�I�X�F�N�L�Q�J���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´���� The officers did not take a report.  

36. The restaurant owner was a ladino man. I told him that MS-13 had robbed me but he  

only �V�D�L�G���³pinche indigena�  ́���³�I�X�F�N�L�Q�J���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´�� and did nothing to help me. He forced 

me to work very hard and only paid me 7 Quetzales per day. I struggled to keep up with 

the work and to survive on this income, especially after the robbery.  
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37. I tried to find another job where I could earn more money and afford to bring my 

children and partner to live with me in Guatemala City, but nobody would hire me. All 

of the businesses are owned by ladino people who do not treat Mayan people well. I 

asked many people if they could offer me work, but most of them called me racist names 

�O�L�N�H���³pinche india�´�����³�I�X�F�N�L�Q�J���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´�����D�Q�G���U�H�I�X�V�H�G���W�R���K�H�O�S���P�H���� 

38. About a year or two after I moved to Guatemala City, I was robbed another time by a 

large group of MS-13 members. There were ladino men and women in this group. Some 

of them spoke �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶ with an accent typical of ladino people who have learned the 

dialect. They had MS-13 gang tattoos on their faces and arms. They demanded 15 

Quetzales. When I refused, they shoved me and threatened me with guns and knives, and 

took all the money I was carrying by force.  

39. There were many other people on the street at the time, but nobody helped me. The gang 

members did not rob or bother any of these ladino people, only me. I was dressed in 

traditional clothing used only by indigenous women, a huipil and corte, and wore a liston 

in my hair. I believe the gang members targeted me because they could see I was an 

indigenous woman.  

40. Immediately after the robbery, I went to a police station in Guatemala City. I tried to tell 

the police officers at the station that I had just been robbed and wanted to make a report. 

The officers laughed at me for speaking �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶ and refused to take a report. They called 

�P�H���³�P�L�H�U�G�D���L�Q�G�L�D�´ ���³�V�K�L�W�W�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´�� and mocked the way I spoke. Instead of taking my 

report, the police officers grabbed me by my hair and dragged me out of the station and 

into the street.  

41.  I had nowhere else to go and no way to survive on my own in Guatemala City, so I 

returned home to Aldea Tiza. I was scared that MS-13 would kill me in Aldea Tiza, but I 

knew I was not safe in the capital either.  

My Partner Disappears And Final Years in Guatemala 

42. After returning to Aldea �7�L�]�D�����,���O�L�Y�H�G���Z�L�W�K���0�U�����/�R�S�H�]���L�Q���P�\���J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���K�R�X�V�H����Mr. 

Lopez treated me well and helped provide for our family. However, members of MS-13 

continued to come to our house demanding bribes every week and threatening to kill us 
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if we did not pay. We always paid when we had the money, and this way we were able to 

scrape by �I�R�U���\�H�D�U�V���D�I�W�H�U���P�\���X�Q�F�O�H�¶�V���P�X�U�G�H�U���� 

43. In about March 2018, members of MS-13 kidnapped my brother, Daniel Perez Fuentes, 

while he was working on a farm. Armed men held him captive in a cave for 

approximately two weeks, during which time they beat him with metal rods and 

threatened to cut his head off with a �P�D�F�K�H�W�H�����7�K�H�\���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�L�P���D���³�J�R�R�G���I�R�U���Q�R�Whing 

Indian���´���D�Q�G���³�D�Q���L�O�O�L�W�H�U�D�W�H���S�L�H�F�H���R�I���V�K�L�W���´��I believe that MS-13 targeted my brother 

because they know the police do not protect indigenous people and would not get 

involved. 

44. The men who kidnapped my brother called my mother and told her they would kill my 

brother if she did not pay a ransom of 21,000 quetzales. They told my mother not to call 

the police, and told her that they had contacts in the police and would find out if we did 

report the kidnapping, and could kill our family. Our family believed the gang would 

follow through on their threats to kill my brother if we did not pay, so we borrowed the 

money from relatives in the United States. Once we had the money together, my mother 

paid the ransom and MS-13 released my brother, dumping him on the outskirts of a town 

with serious injuries. We did not report the kidnapping because we were scared of the 

�J�D�Q�J�¶�V���W�K�U�H�D�W�V���D�Q�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���Q�R���O�R�F�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�H���W�R���K�H�O�S���X�V���� 

45. My brother fled to the United States a short time later and was granted asylum in 2022.  

46. Even after kidnapping my brother, MS-13 continued to extort me and my family. We 

struggled to pay the bribes they demanded of us. When we could not pay, they told my 

partner, Mr. Lopez, that they would kill him if he failed to pay again. They also 

threatened to kidnap our infant son, Eric, who was born in 2021. Mr. Lopez feared for 

his life because he could not earn enough money to pay the bribes the gang demanded. In 

approximately late 2022, he told me that he was leaving for Mexico out of fear for his 

lif e. We did not have enough money for me and our children to leave with him, so Mr. 

Lopez left us behind.   

47. I have not heard from Mr. Lopez since he left two years ago. While I was still in 

Guatemala, his mother told me that he was in Mexico, but his mother has since passed 

away and I have no idea what happened to him or whether he is alive. MS-13 threatened 

him many times, so it is possible they kidnapped or killed him. 



! ! !
!

! ! !
!

MS-13 Murdered My Grandmother and Threatened To Kidnap and Kill Me 

48. In October 2023, a group of MS-13 came to our house and demanded their weekly bribe. 

My grandmother, Lourdes Fuentes, could no longer stand the years of constant extortion, 

threats, and physical attacks. Instead of paying the bribe as we had for twenty years, my 

grandmother tried to stand up to the gang members, and told them �³�(�Q�R�X�J�K already, I am 

a very old woman and cannot pay anymore���´��The gang members became furious. One of 

the men shoved my elderly grandmother to the ground so hard that she died in front of 

me and my family.   

49.  Even after murdering my father, uncle, and grandmother, members of MS-13 continued 

to extort and threaten me and my surviving relatives. By this time, most of my siblings 

and other extended relatives had fled Guatemala out of fear that they would be killed just 

like my father, uncle, and grandmother. I started to believe that I had no choice but to 

leave Guatemala or die at the hands of MS-13. 

50. In November 2023, a few weeks after killing my grandmother, members of MS-13 came 

to my house and told me that I should not try to escape from them, because they would 

find me and kill me wherever I went. They also threatened to kidnap my youngest son, 

Eric. They told me they wanted to kidnap Eric in particular because, as my youngest 

child, they could easily traffic him and sell him in another country.  

51. I believed they were singling me out because I was an indigenous woman and because, 

after Mr. Lopez left, I was one of the few women in Aldea Tiza without any man in the 

house to protect me. The MS-13 members told me during this time that I was a �³stupid 

Indian�  ́and that �³�Q�R�E�R�G�\���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���E�H���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W�¶�V���Z�K�\���,���G�L�G���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���D���P�D�Q.�´ I 

recognized one of these gang members who came to my house in this period as one of 

the three men who had raped me and smashed my head with a rock approximately 

sixteen years earlier. 

I Fled From Guatemala Out of Fear For My Life 

52. After MS-13 members murdered my grandmother and threatened to kill me, I feared that 

MS-13 members were going to kill me or kidnap my son Eric soon no matter what I did. 

It felt like they would never leave me and my family alone no matter what we did. I 

believed I had to escape quickly in order to save my life.  



! ! !
!

! ! !
!

53. I left Guatemala with my son Eric on approximately December 3, 2023. I transited 

Mexico by bus over the next twenty or so days. I left my other son, Diego in the care of 

my mother, because MS-13 had threatened to kidnap Eric in particular so I thought he 

was the most at risk.  

I Could ! ot Remain In Mexico Safely 

54. Throughout my time in Mexico, I was scared that MS-13 would find me and act on their 

threat to kill me for trying to escape from them. I know they have many members 

throughout Mexico and can find people.  

55. While I was in Mexico, Mexican police officer called me racist names and made fun of 

me because I could not speak Spanish. I was very scared of them because of they way 

that police officers had attacked me and abused me in Guatemala.   

56. Due to my overwhelming fear of MS-13 Mexico and of the police in Mexico I was 

determined to enter the United States as soon as possible to find safety for myself and for 

my infant son, Eric. I crossed under a wire fence and entered the United States near 

Yuma, Arizona on approximately December 23, 2023. After entering the United States, I 

walked with a group of migrants whom I did not know for an hour or two before I was 

apprehended by immigration officials.  

57. I had never owned a telephone before coming to the United States. I had never heard of 

the CBP One application until speaking with my lawyer months after entering the United 

States. I do not understand very much Spanish, so I cannot use most phone applications 

even with help from others.  

Life In the United States 

58. I now reside in Los Angeles, California with my son Eric and some of my relatives who 

fled from Guatemala before me and their families. I am safe here with my surviving 

family members and wish to remain here and reunify with my son Diego, who remains 

in Guatemala. 

59. I still suffer from the attacks I endured at the hands of MS-13 members. I still have a scar 

on my head from when I was struck on a head with a rock. Sometimes I get 

overwhelmed by my thoughts about what happened to me in Guatemala. 
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60. I worry for my son who is in Guatemala in the care of my mother. He does not leave the 

house because we are scared that MS-13 will hurt him. MS-13 continues to threaten my 

mother and my son, and gang members have beaten my mother since I left.  

61. I also worry that, if I return to Guatemala, that MS-13 will kill me because they 

promised me that they would kill me if I left the country, and the gang members have 

shown that they carry out their threats by killing my father, uncle and Grandmother. 

62.  I cannot live safely anywhere in Guatemala, because I have learned from my own 

experience that MS-13 can find me and harm me anywhere in the country as they did in 

Aldea Tiza, Jalapa and Guatemala City. I know the authorities cannot protect me, 

because I have tried on two occasions to report attacks by MS-13 to the police, and both 

times the police refused to help me and mocked me because I am an indigenous woman.  

Conclusion 

 

63. For the above-stated reasons, I respectfully request asylum, so that my son and I may 

remain safely in the United States. 

 

 
 
______________________________________! ! _________________________!

Signature! ! ! ! ! ! ! Date 
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RESPO! DE! T�6�¶ ! EXUS STATEME! T 

Respondents �&�D�U�P�H�Q���3�H�U�H�]���)�X�H�Q�W�H�V and �(�U�L�F���3�H�U�H�]���)�X�H�Q�W�H�V, through undersigned pro bono 

counsel, seek Asylum, and in the alternative, Withholding of Removal or protection under the 

Convention Against Torture. Respondents seek asylum and withholding of removal based on 

past persecution and fear of future persecution in Guatemala on account of the following 

protected grounds: 

���� �&�D�U�P�H�Q���3�H�U�H�]���)�X�H�Q�W�H�V seeks asylum and withholding of removal on account of her race as an��

Indigenous Mayan woman in Guatemala, her actual and imputed anti-gang political opinion,��

and her membership in the following particular social groups: (1) Guatemalan women; (2)��

Indigenous Guatemalan women; (3) non-Spanish speaking Guatemalans; (4) members of 

the �3�H�U�H�]���)�X�H�Q�W�H�V family.

���� �(�U�L�F���3�H�U�H�]���)�X�H�Q�W�H�V seeks asylum and withholding of removal on account of his race as an��

Indigenous Guatemalan, his imputed anti-gang political opinion, and his membership in the��

following particular social groups: (1) Indigenous Guatemalans; (2) members of the �3�H�U�H�]��

�)�X�H�Q�W�H�V family.

Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________ 
�/�D�U�U�\���/�D�Z�\�H�U�����(�V�T�� 
 Human Rights First 

Pro bono Counsel for Respondents 

�'�D�W�H�G������������������������ !"!#$%&&'#$%(')&
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PRELIMI ! ARY STATEME ! T 

Carmen Perez Fuentes ���K�H�U�H�L�Q�D�I�W�H�U���³Ms. Perez Fuentes�´�����D�Q�G���K�H�U���V�R�Q����Eric Perez Fuentes 

���K�H�U�H�L�Q�D�I�W�H�U���³Eric�´�������E�\���D�Q�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�L�U��pro bono counsel, respectfully request the court grant 

their applications for asylum pursuant to Section 208 of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 

�������������³�,�1�$�´������or in the alternative, withholding of removal pursuant to INA ¤ 241(b)(3)(B), and 

under Article III of the United Nations Convention Against Torture Act ���³�&�$�7�´��. 

Asylum should be granted to Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric, who fled brutal persecution and 

�G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�¶�V���H�W�K�Q�R-linguistic Mayan minority. When Ms. Perez 

Fuentes was twelve years old, MS-13 hacked her father to death. At sixteen years old, MS-13 

members raped Ms. Perez Fuentes and smashed her head with a rock. When Ms. Perez Fuentes 

fled to a different part of Guatemala, MS-�������K�X�Q�W�H�G���K�H�U���G�R�Z�Q�����E�H�D�W���K�H�U�����D�Q�G���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�H�U���D���³�J�R�R�G��

for nothing Indian.�´���,�Q���W�K�H���I�H�Z���S�O�D�F�H�V��Ms. Perez Fuentes found work, her employers singled her 

out for abuse and called her a �³�V�W�X�S�L�G���,�Q�G�L�D�Q.�´��Ms. Perez Fuentes sought protection from 

Guatemalan police officers, but they dragged her by her hair and called �K�H�U���D���³�I�X�F�N�H�G���X�S���,�Q�G�L�D�Q.�´��

Over a twenty-year period, MS-13 targeted Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V��family because of their race and 

their resistance to the gang, and hunted them to near extinction, killing three members of the 

family, kidnapping her brother, raping her, and threatening to kill her if she tried to escape like 

her siblings before her.  

Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric are unable to return to Guatemala due to Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V��

well-founded fear of persecution on account of her Indigenous Mayan race; her membership in 

the particular social groups of �³Guatemalan women,�  ́�³Indigenous Guatemalan women,�  ́�³non-

Spanish speaking Guatemalans,�  ́and "members of the Perez Fuentes family;�  ́as well as Ms. 

Perez Fuentes�¶�V���D�F�W�X�D�O���R�U���L�P�S�X�W�H�G���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���R�S�S�R�V�L�Q�J���0�6-13.  
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Accordingly, Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric are eligible for asylum in the United States 

�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���P�H�H�W���W�K�H���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���³�U�H�I�X�J�H�H�´���X�Q�G�H�U��8 USC 1101(a)(42)(A), and are not barred 

from asylum for any of the reasons described in ¤ 208(a)(2) of the INA. Ms. Perez Fuentes and 

Eric are each entitled to withholding of removal to Guatemala under the Act and CAT protection 

because each are more likely than not to be tortured and killed if they are forced to return to 

Guatemala.   

I. STATEME ! T OF FACTS 

The lead Respondent, Carmen Perez Fuentes, has submitted a detailed declaration 

describing her experiences in Guatemala that give rise to her eligibility  for protection. See 

Declaration of Carmen Perez Fuentes ���³Carmen �'�H�F�O���´�����D�W���7�D�E���&. Ms. Perez Fuentes 

incorporates that declaration in its entirety herein.  

Ms. Perez Fuentes was born into a family of �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶-speaking Indigenous Mayans in a 

rural area of the PetŽn department, Guatemala. Carmen Decl. ¦ ¦  4-6, Tab C. The MS-13 gang 

began extorting Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���I�D�P�L�O�\���L�Q���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���������������D�Q�G���K�D�F�N�H�G���K�H�U���I�D�W�K�H�U���W�R��

death when he refused their demands and tried to escape them. Id. ¦ ¦  7-12. In the years that 

followed, the gang raped Ms. Perez Fuentes, murdered her uncle and grandfather, and kidnapped 

her brother. Id. ¦ ¦ 20, 26, 42, 51. Her brother, Daniel Perez Fuentes, fled to the United States and 

was granted asylum in 2022. Declaration of Daniel Perez Fuentes ¦ 16, Tab C. The gang 

members were ladinos (non-Indigenous Guatemalans), and one of them told Ms. Perez Fuentes 

that he had participated in murdering her uncle and had targeted him because he was Indigenous. 

Carmen Decl. ¦ 30, Tab C.  

Ms. Perez Fuentes attempted to relocate within Guatemala multiple times, but MS-13 

located her and attacked her each time. Id. ¦ ¦  27-30, 44-47, 33-36. On one occasion, ladino gang 
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members robbed Ms. Perez Fuentes on the street while she was dressed in traditional Indigenous 

clothing, yet made no attempt to rob any of the many ladino people present. Id. ¦ ¦  46-47. Ms. 

Perez Fuentes �D�W�W�H�P�S�W�H�G���W�R���U�H�S�R�U�W���W�R���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�H�����E�X�W���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�H�U���D���³�I�X�F�N�L�Q�J���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´��and 

�³�V�K�L�W�W�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���´���D�Q�G���R�Q���R�Q�H���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�����G�U�D�J�J�H�G��Ms. Perez Fuentes by her hair into the street. Id. ¦ ¦  

37, 48. Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V��ladino employers called her racist names like �³�V�W�X�S�L�G���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���´���D�Q�G��

�³�I�X�F�N�L�Q�J���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���´���D�Q�G���S�D�L�G her less than their other employees. Id. ¦ ¦  32, 38.  

In 2023, MS-13 murdered Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V��grandfather in their home after he 

�D�W�W�H�P�S�W�H�G���W�R���U�H�V�L�V�W���W�K�H���J�D�Q�J�¶�V���G�H�P�D�Q�G�V�� Id. ¦ 51. MS-13 members told Ms. Perez Fuentes that 

they would find her and kill her if she tried to escape, and that they would kidnap her son, Eric, 

and traffic him to another country. Id. ¦ 53. Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric fled Guatemala in fear 

for their lives, entering the United States on or about December 23, 2023. Id. ¦ ¦  55, 60. Since 

entering the United States, Ms. Perez Fuentes has been diagnosed with a traumatic brain injury 

and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder arising from the twenty years of violence she suffered at the 

hands of MS-13. See affidavit of Dr. Medical Expert, Tab D. Ms. Perez Fuentes fears that MS-13 

will kill her and Eric if they return to Guatemala. Carmen Decl. ¦ 65, Tab C.  

II.  COU! TRY CO! DITIO ! S I !  GUATEMALA  

"An indigenous woman in Guatemala is more likely than all her fellow citizens to be 

�V�L�F�N�����L�O�O�L�W�H�U�D�W�H�����D�Q�G���S�R�R�U�������W�K�D�W�¶�V���L�I���V�K�H�¶�V���Q�R�W���G�H�D�G���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���´��Reuters p. 328-29, Tab G. In 

�*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�����³�Z�R�P�H�Q���D�U�H���Y�L�H�Z�H�G���D�V���L�Q�I�H�U�L�R�U���´��Decl. Of Linda Green ¦  19, Tab G. During 

�*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�¶�V������-year civil war, from 1960-1996, women were subject to high levels of violence 

and rape. Id. ¦ 17. Today, Guatemala remains �³one of the most dangerous places for women in 

�/�D�W�L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���´ Id. ¦ 20. �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�U�H���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���³�V�X�V�F�H�S�W�L�E�O�H���W�R���D�W�W�D�F�N�V���D�Q�G���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���´ 

Id. ¦ 23. Police in Guatemala victimize �L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���Z�R�P�H�Q���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���³�P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���U�D�F�L�V�P��
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and training that motivated the acts of violence [they committed] against Mayan women during 

�W�K�H���Z�D�U���´ Id. ¦ 26.  

Gangs like MS-13 target Indigenous women and children because they are �³�W�K�H���P�R�V�W��

�Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���´ Id. ¦ ¦  35-36. If an individual refuses to join a gang, the gang may retaliate 

against the entire family, especially against families headed by Indigenous women. Id. ¦ 36.  

�)�X�U�W�K�H�U�P�R�U�H�����³�S�R�O�L�F�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���D�U�H���X�Q�O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���K�H�O�S���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���Z�R�P�D�Q��

�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���W�R�R���R�I�W�H�Q���V�K�D�U�H���W�K�H���U�D�F�L�V�W���Y�L�H�Z���R�I���L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���L�Q�I�H�U�L�R�U�L�W�\���´��Id ¦ 47. Reporting crimes 

is futile due to the widespread corruption of the Guatemalan police, who view Indigenous 

Guatemalans as inferior. Id. The �O�D�Z���L�Q���*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D���L�V���³�R�Y�H�U�O�R�R�N�H�G�´���D�Q�G���³�W�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H��

�V�\�V�W�H�P���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H���R�I���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���´��Declaration of Emma Expert ¦ 20, Tab E. This is especially 

true for �³�Z�R�P�H�Q���I�U�R�P���U�X�U�D�O���D�U�H�D�V���Z�K�R���G�R���Q�R�W���V�S�H�D�N���6�S�D�Q�L�V�K���´���V�X�F�K���D�V��Ms. Perez Fuentes. Id.  

III.  MS. PEREZ FUE! TES SHOULD BE GRA! TED ASYLUM  

A. Ms. Perez Fuentes Is a Refugee 

A �³�U�H�I�X�J�H�H�´���L�V���D�Q�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q���Z�K�R���L�V���X�Q�D�E�O�H���R�U���X�Q�Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R��her home country 

because of persecution or a well-founded fear of persecution that is on account of race, religion, 

nationality, membership in a particular social group or political opinion. 8 U.S.C. ¤ 

1101(a)(42)(A). Asylum may be granted to an applicant who can establish that they are a refugee 

and have suffered past persecution, or in the absence of it, hold �³�D��well-founded fear of future 

�S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q�´���E�\���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���E�R�W�K���D���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H���I�H�D�U���R�I���I�X�W�X�U�H���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���D�Q���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\��

�µ�U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�¶���R�I���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q���X�S�R�Q���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���L�Q���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q����See 8 C.F.R. ¤ 

1208.13(b); Duran-Rodriguez v. Barr, 918 F.3d 1025, 1029 (9th Cir. 2019). �³�(�Y�H�Q���D���W�H�Q���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W��

chance of persecution may establish a well-�I�R�X�Q�G�H�G���I�H�D�U���´��Al-Harbi v. INS, 242 F.3d 882, 888 

(9th Cir. 2001).  
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Ms. Perez Fuentes satisfies all elements of the refugee analysis. As set forth below, Ms. 

Perez Fuentes has suffered a lifetime of severe persecution as an Indigenous Mayan woman in 

Guatemala. She has been raped, assaulted, and threatened by gangs, and abused and 

discriminated against by employers and police officers. Further, Ms. Perez Fuentes has a well-

founded fear of future persecution on account of her Indigenous Mayan race, her actual or 

imputed political opinion opposing the MS-13 gang, and her membership in the particular social 

groups of �³�*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�Q���Z�R�P�H�Q���´���³Indigenous Guatemalan women���´���³�Q�R�Q-Spanish speaking 

�*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�Q�V���´��and �³members of the Perez Fuentes family.�  ́Finally, the government of 

Guatemala is unwilling or unable to protect Ms. Perez Fuentes.  

1.  Ms. Perez Fuentes Suffered Past Persecution 

Past persecution is defined as the infliction of suffering or harm upon those who differ 

�³�L�Q���D���Z�D�\���U�H�J�D�U�G�H�G���D�V���R�I�I�H�Q�V�L�Y�H.�  ́Karouni v. Gonzales, 399 F.3d 1163, 1172 (9th Cir. 2005); 

Ghaly v. I.N.S., 58 F.3d 1425, 1431 (9th Cir. 1995). Persecution is not limited to physical harm, 

and may include emotional or psychological harm. Mashiri v. Ashcroft, 383 F.3d 1112, 1120 (9th 

Cir. 2004); Navas v. INS, 217 F.3d 646, 658 (9th Cir. 2000). Threats of violence and death are 

sufficient to establish past persecution. Sangha v. I.N.S., 103 F.3d 1482, 1487 (9th Cir. 1997). 

And �³�Z�K�L�O�H���D���V�L�Q�J�O�H���L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�����L�Q���V�R�P�H���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�����P�D�\���Q�R�W���U�L�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���O�H�Y�H�O���R�I���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H��

�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���H�I�I�H�F�W���R�I���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V���P�D�\���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q���´��Surita v. INS, 95 F.3d 814, 

819 (9th Cir. 1996).  

Here, Ms. Perez Fuentes and her family have suffered decades of lethal violence and 

discrimination rising to the level of persecution. She has suffered physical, sexual, verbal, and 

emotional abuse from the MS-13 gang, employers, and Guatemalan police.  
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MS-13 began persecuting Ms. Perez Fuentes in 2003, when they tortured her father and 

hacked him to death. Carmen Decl. ¦ 12, Tab C. �:�L�W�K�R�X�W���K�H�U���I�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V���L�Q�F�R�P�H����Ms. Perez Fuentes 

was forced to begin working in the fields at age 13 to help her family survive. Id. ¦ 17. When 

Ms. Perez Fuentes was approximately 16 years old, a group of adult gang members beat her, 

raped her, and called her a �³�V�K�L�Wty Indian.�´��Id. ¦ 20. They gagged her with a rag, viciously raped 

her, and struck her in the head with a large rock. Id. This attack left Ms. Perez Fuentes with a 

traumatic brain injury. Affidavit of Dr. Medical Expert, Tab D. This incident, standing alone, 

easily rises to the level of past persecution. And when considering all the subsequent harm Ms. 

Perez Fuentes suffered, it is even clearer that she suffered past persecution in the aggregate.  

MS-13 mercilessly targeted Ms. Perez Fuentes in the twenty years between her rape and 

the day she fled Guatemala. Each time Ms. Perez Fuentes relocated within the country, MS-13 

members attacked her and called her racist insults. Carmen Decl. ¦ 29, Tab C. The first time Ms. 

Perez Fuentes attempted relocation, gang members tracked her down and beat her so badly she 

was left unable to work. Id. ¦ ¦  29-32. �7�K�H���P�H�Q���Z�K�R���D�W�W�D�F�N�H�G���K�H�U���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�H�U���D�Q���³�L�O�O-bred Indian.�  ́

Id. ¦ 29. Ms. Perez Fuentes tried to find safety working in Guatemala City, but MS-13 members 

�W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���K�H�U���Z�L�W�K���S�L�V�W�R�O�V���D�Q�G���N�Q�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�H�U���D�Q���³�,�Q�G�L�D�Q���´ Id. ¦ 36. When she again 

resisted MS-13's attempts to rob her, the gang members shoved her to the ground and threatened 

her with weapons. Id. ¦ 46. 

MS-13 also targeted Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�����7�K�H�\���N�L�G�Q�D�S�S�H�G���D�Q�G���W�R�U�W�X�U�H�G��

her brother, Daniel Perez Fuentes, and murdered her uncle and grandfather. Id. ¦ ¦  42, 26, 51. To 

date, MS-13 has murdered three members of Ms. Perez Fuentez�¶�V���I�D�P�L�O�\���D�Q�G���N�L�G�Q�D�S�S�H�G a fourth. 

Each of these acts are �U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���D�V���³�K�D�U�P�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���E�H�I�D�O�O�H�Q���D���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�H�U�¶�V���I�D�P�L�O�\ members�´��
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which serve to �³strengthen an applicant's past-persecution �F�O�D�L�P���´��Singh V. Garland, 57 F. 4th 

643, 654 (9th Cir. 2022).  

Employers across Guatemala abused Ms. Perez Fuentes. In Jalapa, her ladino employer 

�F�D�O�O�H�G���K�H�U���D���³�V�K�L�W�W�\ Indian�´���D�Q�G���S�D�L�G���K�H�U���O�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V.  Carmen Decl. ¦  32, Tab C.  

In Guatemala City, her employers paid her starvation wages and told her she was a�Q���´�,�Q�G�L�D�Q��

�S�L�H�F�H���R�I���V�K�L�W�´���Z�K�H�Q���V�K�H���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�G���W�R���I�R�O�O�R�Z���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���6�S�D�Q�L�V�K�����D�Q�G���D �³�I�X�F�N�L�Q�J���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´���Z�K�H�Q��

MS-13 robbed her. Id. ¦ ¦  38, 45. 

Ms. Perez Fuentes suffered abuse at the hands of her own government. The first time Ms. 

Perez Fuentes sought protection from Guatemalan police, officers laughed at the way she spoke, 

�F�D�O�O�H�G���K�H�U���D���³�I�X�F�N�L�Q�J���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���´���D�Q�G���U�H�I�X�V�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���D���U�H�S�R�U�W����Id. ¦ 37. When Ms. Perez Fuentes 

tried to report another attack in Guatemala City, police officers dragged her from the police 

station by her hair �D�Q�G���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�H�U���D���³�V�K�L�W�W�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���´ Id. ¦ 48. Considering the totality of these 

events, Ms. Perez Fuentes suffered past persecution in the aggregate. 

2. Ms. Perez Fuentes was Persecuted on Account of Multiple Protected Grounds 

An applicant must establish �W�K�D�W���³�U�D�F�H�����U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�����Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\�����P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S���L�Q���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U��

social group, or political opinion was or will be at least one central reason for persecuting the 

�D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W���´���������8���6���&�����†�������������E�����������%�����L�������+�H�U�H����Ms. Perez Fuentes suffered past persecution on 

account of her race, her actual or imputed political opinion, and her membership in particular 

social groups. 

i. Ms. Perez Fuentes was Persecuted on Account of Her Race 

Physical and verbal abuse motivated by racial discrimination amounts to persecution. 

Duarte de Guinac v. INS, 179 F.3d 1156, 1161 (9th Cir 1999) (finding respondent eligible for 

asylum based on being persecuted on account of his Indigenous ethnicity). In an unpublished 
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decision within the Ninth Circuit, the BIA held that an Indigenous Mayan woman was targeted 

on account of her race where ladino �S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�R�U�V���W�R�O�G���K�H�U���V�K�H���Z�D�V���³�Z�R�U�W�K�O�H�V�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���V�K�H���Z�D�V��

�L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���´���D�Q�G���I�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���,�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���-�X�G�J�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���F�O�H�D�U���H�U�U�R�U���L�Q���I�D�L�O�L�Q�J���W�R���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���W�K�L�V��

nexus. Appeal ID 5202708, BIA July 13, 2022, Tab AA.  

Here, Ms. Perez Fuentes suffered severe persecution on account of her Indigenous Mayan 

racial identity. Country condition reports �F�R�Q�I�L�U�P���W�K�D�W���³�*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D���L�V���D���G�H�H�S�O�\���U�D�F�L�V�W���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���L�Q��

which indigenous Mayans are systematically discriminated in the public and private arenas.�´��

Emma Expert Decl. ¦ 8, Tab E. Both the Guatemalan government and MS-13 are known for 

discriminating against Indigenous people and targeting them on account of their race. Id. ¦ 11, 

13.  

The statements and actions of MS-13 members leave no doubt that they raped, assaulted, 

threatened, and physically and psychologically abused Ms. Perez Fuentes because she is an 

Indigenous woman. Gang members belonging to the ladino racial majority called her a �³shitty 

Indian�  ́before raping her and smashing her head with a rock. Carmen Decl. ¦ 20, Tab C. The 

MS-13 members who raped Ms. Perez Fuentes made no attempt to rob her, suggesting their only 

motive was to harm her. Id.   

When Ms. Perez Fuentes fled to a distant part of Guatemala, MS-13 members hunted her 

�G�R�Z�Q�����E�H�D�W���K�H�U�����D�Q�G���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�H�U���D�Q���³�L�O�O-�E�U�H�G���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���´��Id. ¦ ¦  27-29. When MS-13 kidnapped and 

tortured Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U����Daniel, they told him that they had killed Ms. Perez 

Fuentes�¶�V���I�D�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���X�Q�F�O�H�����D�Q�G���H�[�S�O�L�F�L�W�O�\���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�\���K�D�G���N�L�G�Q�D�S�S�H�G��Daniel because he was a 

�³�I�X�F�N�L�Q�J���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���´���'�H�F�O�����2�I��Daniel Perez Fuentes ¦ 14, Tab C. 

In a case with strikingly similar facts, the court recognized a race-based nexus where MS-

13 extorted another Mayan woman, raped her, and threatened to kill her children because they 



 

9 
 

knew they could attack her with impunity. See Juan-Pedro v. Sessions, 740 F. App'x 467 (6th 

Cir. 2018). When MS-13 assaulted and robbed Ms. Perez Fuentes �L�Q���*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�¶�V���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�����W�K�H�\��

singled her out on a crowded street because she was the only person wearing traditional 

Indigenous clothing. Carmen Decl. ¦ 47, Tab C. Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���U�D�F�H �± and consequently, 

her vulnerability within Guatemalan society, was thus a central motive for the attack, as it would 

not have otherwise occurred. Parussimova v. Mukasey, 555 F.3d 734, 741 (9th Cir. 2009).  MS-

13 had good reason to single out Ms. Perez Fuentes because of her race; when Ms. Perez Fuentes 

went to a police station to report the attack�����W�K�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�H�U���D���³�V�K�L�W�W�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´���D�Q�G���G�U�D�J�J�H�G��

her by her hair onto the street. Carmen Decl. ¦ 48, Tab C. 

Further, Ms. Perez Fuentes has been systemically discriminated against and marginalized 

within Guatemala society because she is an Indigenous Mayan woman. As a non-Spanish 

speaking Mayan, Ms. Perez Fuentes was mistreated in her jobs and called �³�V�W�X�S�L�G��Indian���´��and 

�³�,�Q�G�L�D�Q���S�L�H�F�H���R�I���V�K�L�W���Z�K�R���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���´��Id. ¦ ¦  32,45. Her ladino employers paid her less 

than others and overworked her. Id. Ms. Perez Fuentes never had access to education or 

healthcare Id. ¦¦ 4 -5. Because of the complete lack of medical facilities in her rural area, Ms. 

Perez Fuentes never received treatment after being attacked by MS-13 Id. ¦ 5, 21.  

Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���R�Z�Q���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���W�U�H�D�W�H�G���K�H�U���Z�L�W�K���G�L�V�G�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���K�R�V�W�L�O�L�W�\���E�H�F�D�X�V�H��

she is an Indigenous Mayan woman. Proof that the government has discriminated against a group 

�W�R���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�H�U���E�H�O�R�Q�J�V���³�L�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���W�R���D�Q���D�V�\�O�X�P���F�O�D�L�P���´��Kotasz v. INS, 31 F.3d 

847, 853 (9th Cir. 1994). As in Hernandez-Chacon�����*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�¶�V���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���³�I�D�Y�R�U�V��

�D�J�J�U�H�V�V�R�U�V���D�Q�G���D�V�V�D�V�V�L�Q�V�´���D�Q�G���³�G�R�>�H�V�@���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���R�U���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�H���E�U�X�W�D�O��

�W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W�´���R�I���L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���E�\���G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H�P���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\��try to access justice. 

948 F.3d at 103; Emma Expert Decl. ¦ 16, Tab E.  Ms. Perez Fuentes has twice sought protection 
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from Guatemalan police, but the police mocked her for speaking �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶ and called her a �³�V�K�L�W�W�\��

�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´ �D�Q�G���³�I�X�F�N�L�Q�J���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���´��Carmen Decl. ¦ ¦  48, 37. MS-13 targets �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶-speaking Mayans 

like Ms. Perez Fuentes �³�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���J�R���W�R���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�H���´��because they would 

just ignore them. Juan-Pedro v. Sessions, 740 F. App'x 467, 469 (6th Cir. 2018). Thus, Ms. Perez 

Fuentes has suffered a lifetime of persecution on account of her race.  

ii. Ms. Perez Fuentes was Persecuted on Account of Her Actual or Imputed Anti-
Gang Political Opinion 

Ms. Perez Fuentes was also persecuted due to her actual or imputed political opinion in 

opposition to the MS-13 gang, and makes the required showing that MS-13 has and will continue 

to persecute her because of the political opinion she holds, or MS-13 believes that she holds. 

Navas, 217 F.3d at 656 (internal citation omitted). �³When deciding whether an applicant has a 

well-founded fear of persecution on account of political opinion, one must look at the applicant 

from the perspective of �W�K�H���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�R�U���´��Ahmed v. Keisler, 504 F.3d 1183, 1193 (9th Cir. 2007).  

In analyzing another case of anti-gang political opinion, the Second Circuit emphasized 

the importance of considering all evidence when evaluating a well-founded fear of persecution. 

Hernandez-Chacon v. Barr, 948 F.3d 94, 103 (2d Cir. 2020). The respondent in that case was 

granted review of her claim because �³�V�K�H���U�H�I�X�V�H�G���W�R���V�X�E�P�L�W���W�R���W�K�H���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�V���R�I���J�D�Q�J��

�P�H�P�E�H�U�V�´���D�Q�G���E�\���G�R�L�Q�J���V�R���V�K�H���Z�D�V���³�W�D�N�L�Q�J���D���V�W�D�Q�F�H���´��Id. at 102. 

Here, the MS-13 gang believes that Ms. Perez Fuentes holds a political opinion opposing 

their cause and has consequently retaliated against her and her family. MS-13 operates as a 

pseudo-government and has usurped the functions of the Guatemalan state. Stanford Migration 

and Asylum Lab, p. 347-48, Tab G. Because MS-13 relies on their ability to identify and 

�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�W�H���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H�\���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H���W�K�H���V�O�L�J�K�W�H�V�W���D�F�W�V���R�I���U�H�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���D�V���³�D�Q�W�L-�J�D�Q�J�´���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\��

and grounds for retaliation. Id. at 348-349. This is why MS-13 murdered Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V��
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father when he refused their efforts to recruit him. Carmen Decl. ¦ ¦  8, 12, Tab C. Likewise, MS-

13 murdered Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V��elderly grandfather in their family home immediately after he 

offered verbal resistance. Id. ¦ 51. Ms. Perez Fuentes has demonstrated her actual opposition to 

MS-13 by consistently refusing the gang�¶s recruitment efforts and making multiple attempts to 

report their attacks. Id. ¦ ¦  37, 48. And when Ms. Perez Fuentes fled from MS-13's control in 

defiance of their demands that she remain in Aldea Tiza, the gang further identified her as a 

�³�U�H�V�L�V�W�H�U�´���D�Q�G���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G��to find her and kill her. Maria Decl. ¦ 19, Tab C; Stanford Migration 

and Asylum Lab, p. 349, Tab G. 

Ms. Perez Fuentes can therefore establish she has been persecuted on account of her anti-

gang political opinion. 

iii.  Ms. Perez Fuentes was Persecuted on Account of Her Membership in 
Particular Social Groups 

�0�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���V�R�F�L�D�O���J�U�R�X�S���P�X�V�W���³�V�K�D�U�H���D���F�R�P�P�R�Q�����L�P�P�X�W�D�E�O�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�W�L�F�´��

�W�K�D�W���P�D�\���E�H���³�D�Q���L�Q�Q�D�W�H���R�Q�H���´��Matter of Acosta, 1919 I&N, Dec. 211, 233-34 (BIA 1985). To be a 

protected ground, a particular social group must be based on a characteristic that members 

cannot change or should not be required to change. Matter of Acosta, 19 I&N Dec. at 211, 233. 

�)�X�U�W�K�H�U�����W�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���V�R�F�L�D�O���J�U�R�X�S���P�X�V�W���E�H���V�R�F�L�D�O�O�\���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�����G�H�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���³�H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J��

society in general perceives, considers, or recognizes persons sharing the particular characteristic 

�W�R���E�H���D���J�U�R�X�S���´��Matter of W-G-R-, 26 I&N Dec. 208, 217 (BIA 2014). Lastly, a group must have 

�³�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���D�Q�G���Z�H�O�O-�G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V�´���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���D���G�L�V�F�U�H�W�H���F�O�D�V�V���R�I���S�H�U�V�R�Q�V���´��Matter of S-

E-G-, 24 I&N Dec. 579, 582, 584 (BIA 2008).  Gender, nationality, and ethnicity are immutable 

characteristics that may define a group for asylum purposes. See Matter of Kasinga, 21 I&N Dec. 

357, 366 (BIA 1996); Matter of Acosta, 19 I&N Dec. At 233. 
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Here, Ms. Perez Fuentes suffered past persecution on account of her membership in the 

particular social groups of �³�*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�Q���:�R�P�H�Q���´���³�,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�Q���:�R�P�H�Q���´���³�1�R�Q-

�6�S�D�Q�L�V�K���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�Q�V���´���D�Q�G���³Members of the Perez Fuentes family.�  ́ 

Ms. Perez Fuentes was targeted because she is a Guatemalan woman, a group defined by 

the innate and immutable characteristics of nationality and gender. The proposed group is 

sufficiently particular because the terms that define the group�²  �³�*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�Q�  ́and �³woman� �́²

have commonly accepted definitions that are not amorphous, overbroad, or subjective. Matter of 

M-E-V-G-, 26 I&N Dec. 227, 239 (BIA 2014). The Ninth Circuit has held that �³�Z�R�P�H�Q���L�Q���D��

particular country, regardless of ethnicity or clan membership, could form a particular social 

�J�U�R�X�S���´ Lesly Yajayra Perdomo v. Holder, 611 F.3d 662, 667 (9th Cir. 2010). The Ninth Circuit 

has also rejected the notion that �³a persecuted group may simply represent too large a portion of 

�D���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���D�O�O�R�Z���L�W�V���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���W�R���T�X�D�O�L�I�\���I�R�U���D�V�\�O�X�P���´��Id. at 662. The Ninth Circuit 

additionally held in Silvestre-Mendoza v. Sessions, �W�K�D�W���³�*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�Q��females���´��is a socially 

distinct group due to the amount of feminicides that happened in the country and the 

�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���W�R���F�R�P�E�D�W���L�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���F�R�X�U�W�V���I�R�U���I�H�P�L�F�L�G�H���Y�L�F�W�L�P�V���W�R���V�H�H�N���M�X�V�W�L�F�H�� 

���������)�����$�S�S�¶�[������������������������th Cir. 2018) (Further holding that legislation passed to protect a 

specific group, in that case Guatemalan women, �³can be evidence that the society in question 

views members of that group as distinct).  

There is a clear nexus between the harm Ms. Perez Fuentes suffered and her gender. 

�³�9iolence against girls and women is widespread in Guatemala�² the same nation that [is] 

dominated by gang violence.�´��Tina Zedginidze, Domestic Abuse and Gang Violence Against 

Women, 34 LAW & INEQ. 221, 222 (2016), Tab BB. MS-13 targeted Ms. Perez Fuentes 

because she is a woman when they viciously raped her. Carmen Decl. ¦ 20, Tab C. When her 
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�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���G�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G�����V�K�H���Z�D�V���³�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�Z���Z�R�P�H�Q��in Aldea Tiza without any man in the house 

to protect her,�  ́making her easy prey. Id. ¦ 28. These incidents demonstrate a pattern of 

persecution on the basis of her status as a woman within Guatemalan society.  

�³�,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�Q���:�R�P�H�Q�´��is an equally cognizable particular social group 

defined by the innate and immutable characteristics of ethnicity, nationality, and gender. Matter 

of Kasinga, at 366. An Indigenous ethnicity �K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���K�H�O�G���W�R���³�I�D�O�O���V�R�P�H�Z�K�H�U�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���D�Q�G��

�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���R�I���U�D�F�H���D�Q�G���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�W�\���´��Baballah v. Ashcroft, 367 F. 3d 1067, 1077 

(9th Cir. 1999). This group is sufficiently particular as the terms used to describe the group such 

�D�V���³�,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���´���³�*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�Q���´���D�Q�G���³�Z�R�P�H�Q�´���K�D�Y�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q�O�\���D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G��are not 

amorphous, overbroad, diffuse, or subjective. Matter of M-E-V-G-, 26 I&N Dec. at 239. Lastly, 

the group is socially distinct. �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D���³�G�R���Q�R�W���E�O�H�Q�G���L�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��ladino 

�S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���´��Decl. of Linda Green ¦ 14, Tab G. Aside from their linguistic and cultural 

differences, Indigenous people, and Indigenous women in particular, are identifiable by their 

�³traditional dress�² for example a traditional long hand-�Z�R�Y�H�Q���V�N�L�U�W���D�Q�G���E�O�R�X�V�H���I�R�U���Z�R�P�H�Q���´��Id. 

In Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���F�D�V�H, she was recognized and targeted due to her traditional clothing. 

Carmen Decl. ¦ 47, Tab C. Each of the incidents previously described relating to the persecution 

of Ms. Perez Fuentes on account of her race apply with equal force here. Therefore, the Court 

should find that Ms. Perez Fuentes was persecuted on account of her identity as an Indigenous 

Guatemalan woman.  

Ms. Perez Fuentes has additionally been persecuted on account of being a non-Spanish 

speaking Guatemalan. Members of this group all share the common, immutable characteristic of 

not speaking Spanish, one �W�K�D�W���³�W�K�H�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���E�H��required to change because it is fundamental 

�W�R���W�K�H�L�U���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V���R�U���F�R�Q�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�V���´ Matter of Acosta, 19 I&N Dec. at 233. Spanish is 
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recognized as �*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�¶�V���³�R�Q�O�\���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H,�´��which means that Indigenous women in 

Guatemala that speak different languages, such as �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶, suffer from a lack of equal rights. 

Emma Expert Decl. ¦ 20, Tab E. The group is sufficiently particular as a lack of Spanish skills 

indicates a lack of access to education, which is prevalent in Indigenous communities. Id. ¦ 13. 

The group is socially distinct because it is a socially visible and consequential trait to not be able 

to speak Spanish in Guatemala. As Ms. Perez Fuentes experienced, both the police and her 

employers treated her as inferior for her lack of Spanish speaking skills, calling her names such 

as �³�,�Q�G�L�D�Q���S�L�H�F�H���R�I���V�K�L�W���Z�K�R���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�´���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���V�K�H���G�L�G���Q�R�W���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���6�S�D�Q�L�V�K. 

Carmen Decl. ¦ 45, Tab C. Such pervasive language-based discrimination, in many instances 

coupled with acts of physical violence, rises to the level of persecution.  

Ms. Perez Fuentes has also been persecuted on account of membership in the Perez 

Fuentes family. The family remains the quintessential particular social group. Rios v. Lynch, 807 

F.3d 1123, 1128 (9th Cir. 2015). A respondent is unable and should not be required to change 

family ties because it is an immutable characteristic. Matter of Acosta, 19 I&N Dec. at 233. 

�)�X�U�W�K�H�U�����D���³�I�D�P�L�O�\�´���L�V���³�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�´���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���L�V���D���³�H�D�V�L�O�\���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���E�\���R�W�K�H�U�V��

�W�R���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���D���V�R�F�L�D�O���J�U�R�X�S���´�� Matter of C-A-, 23 I&N Dec. 959 (BIA 2006).  

The BIA in Matter of M-R-M-S- established two ways to demonstrate persecution against 

a family-based protected social group. One possibility is for an applicant to establish that the 

family-based harm is �³connected to another protected ground�² �V�X�F�K���D�V���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���´��Matter 

of M-R-M-S-, 23 I&N Dec. 757 (BIA 2023). A�Q�R�W�K�H�U���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���L�V���³�Z�K�H�U�H���D���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�R�U�¶�V���D�Q�L�P�X�V��

is directed �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���R�Q�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�´���D�Q�G���³�L�V���L�Q�W�H�U�W�Z�L�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���P�L�V�W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�\��

�P�H�P�E�H�U���´��Id. at 760.  
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Ms. Perez Fuentes can establish a family-based nexus under either prong of the M-R-M-

S- test. As established above, MS-13 targeted the Perez Fuentes family because they are 

�,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���D�Q�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���X�Q�L�I�R�U�P�O�\���U�H�V�L�V�W�H�G���W�K�H���J�D�Q�J�¶�V���U�H�F�U�X�L�W�P�H�Q�W���H�I�I�R�U�W�V�����7�K�X�V�����W�K�H��

family�¶�V persecution was connected to their race, political opinion in opposition to MS-13, and 

related particular social groups and satisfies the M-R-M-S test.  

 Second, MS-13 had a clear animus against �³at least one of her f�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�´��that was 

�³�L�Q�W�H�U�W�Z�L�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���P�L�V�W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P�E�H�U���´��Id. The Perez Fuentes family�¶�V��

nightmare began over twenty years ago when MS-13 tortured and murdered Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V��

father after he resisted them. Carmen Decl. ¦¦ 7 -12, Tab C. After this murder, the gang members 

honed in on the Perez Fuentes family for extortion, assault, and abuse. In the decades since, MS-

13 murdered Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���X�Q�F�O�H and grandfather, raped Ms. Perez Fuentes, and 

kidnapped and tortured Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U. Id. ¦ ¦ 20, 52, 42. In each of these incidents, 

the assailants were aware of the family relationship, given the men who kidnapped Ms. Perez 

Fuentes�¶�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U���W�R�O�G���K�L�P���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���K�D�G���N�L�O�O�H�G���K�L�V���I�D�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���8�Q�F�O�H�� Decl. of Daniel Perez 

Fuentes ¦ 14, Tab C. Further, one of the men who raped Ms. Perez Fuentes in approximately 

2006 appeared at her family home to threaten her as recently as 2023, further solidifying the 

continuity of the assailants and the animus they held against the Perez Fuentes family. Catrina 

Decl. ¦ 54, Tab C.  Thus, Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�Y�H���R�I���D�Q�L�P�X�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H��

family, and inextricably linked to the mistreatment of her father and other family members.  

3. The Guatemalan Government was Unable and Unwilling to Protect Ms. Perez Fuentes 

To qualify for relief �X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���$�F�W�����D�Q���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�¶�V���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q���P�X�V�W���E�H���S�H�U�S�H�W�U�D�W�H�G���E�\��

their government or by private persons that their government is unwilling or unable to control. 8 

U.S.C. ¤ 1101(42)(A). �)�X�U�W�K�H�U�����³�D���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�U���X�Q�Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J�Q�H�V�V���W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���E�\��
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�S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���S�D�U�W�L�H�V�´���F�D�Q���E�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���³�E�\���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���D���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���O�D�Z�V���R�U��

customs effectively deprive the petitioner of any meaningful recourse to governmental 

�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���´��Rahimzadeh v. Holder, 613 F.3d 916, 921 (9th Cir. 2010).  

�,�Q���*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�����³�L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���U�R�X�W�L�Q�H�O�\���I�D�F�H���G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���D�U�H���W�U�H�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K��

�L�Q�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���Z�K�H�Q���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���D�F�F�H�V�V���M�X�V�W�L�F�H���´��Emma Expert Decl. ¦ 16, Tab E. Furthermore, 

�³�D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���S�R�O�L�F�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�R�X�U�W�V���L�V���L�Q�V�X�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W in the rural areas of Guatemala, where most 

indigenous settlements, including the Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V�����D�U�H���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���  ́Id. Ms. Perez Fuentes 

grew up in a village with no police presence. Carmen Decl. ¦ 26, Tab C. Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V��

experience with police in Guatemala City further shows that the Guatemalan government is 

unwilling to protect her. When Ms. Perez Fuentes went to the police to report MS-13, and the 

police either laughed at her or mocked the way she spoke and failed to take a report. Id. ¦ 37, 48. 

As such, both country conditions and Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V��own personal experience demonstrate 

that the Guatemalan government is unable or unwilling to protect Ms. Perez Fuentes. 

4. Ms. Perez Fuentes has a Well-Founded Fear of Future Persecution 

An applicant is presumed to have a well-founded fear of future persecution based upon 

her experiences of past persecution. C.F.R. ¤ 1208.13(b)(1). To rebut this presumption, the 

government must establish by a preponderance of the evidence that conditions in Guatemala 

since Ms. Perez Fuentes was persecuted have changed, or that internal relocation is reasonable. 

C.F.R. ¤ 1208.13(b)(1)(i)(A).  

Conditions in Guatemala have not improved since Ms. Perez Fuentes fled. In fact, �³�W�K�H�U�H��

is ongoing mistrea�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G�V���R�I���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���J�D�Q�J�V���´��Emma 

Expert Decl. ¦ 18, Tab E. Further, �³historical racism continues to directly impact conditions 

today, placing indigenous Guatemalans in precarious situations where they are more vulnerable 
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�W�R���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���O�H�V�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���´��Stanford Migration Lab, p. 381, 

Tab G.  

Secondly, Ms. Perez Fuentes cannot relocate within Guatemala. She has attempted 

internal relocation three times without success. Carmen Decl. ¦ ¦  27, 33, 44, Tab C. MS-13 

�R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V���L�Q���³�D�O�O���D�U�H�D�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´���D�Q�G���K�D�V���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���K�X�Q�W�H�G���G�R�Z�Q��Ms. Perez Fuentes, her 

father, and her brother when they tried to live and work elsewhere. Emma Expert Decl ¦ 21, Tab 

E; Carmen Decl. ¦ ¦ 11, 27, 42, Tab C. MS-13 opera�W�H�V���D�V���D���³�S�V�H�X�G�R-�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�´���D�Q�G���H�[�H�U�W�V��

unchallenged power. Stanford Migration Lab, p. 347, Tab G. 

Even in the absence of past persecution, Ms. Perez Fuentes would still be eligible for 

asylum based on her well-founded fear of future persecution.  See 8 C.F.R. ¤ 1208.13(b).  A 

well-founded fear must be subjectively genuine and objectively reasonable. See Montecino v. 

INS, 915 F.2d 518, 520-�����������W�K���&�L�U�������������������Q�R�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�¶�V���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H��

state of mind). 

i. Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���)�H�D�U���L�V���6�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���*�H�Q�X�L�Q�H 

Ms. Perez Fuentes can establish that her fear of future persecution is subjectively genuine 

�E�\���³�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�\���W�H�V�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���V�K�H���J�H�Q�X�L�Q�H�O�\���I�H�D�U�V���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q���´��Mgoian v. INS, 184 F.3d 1029, 

1035 (9th Cir. 1999). Here, Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V��declaration demonstrates an unambiguous fear 

of future persecution by MS-13. Carmen Decl. ¦ 65, Tab C. Ms. Perez Fuentes has been 

diagnosed with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), and her condition is consistent with the 

trauma she described in her declaration. Affidavit of Dr. Medical Expert, Tab D. Ms. Perez 

Fuentes�¶�V���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���V�D�W�L�V�I�L�H�V���W�K�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���L�V���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���D�Q�G��detailed and 

provides a plausible and coherent account of the basis for her fear, which is consistent with 

country conditions evidence that her ethnicity and previous threats from MS-13 elevate her risk 
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of mistreatment. Emma Expert Decl. ¦ 22, Tab E; See Matter of Mogharrabi, 19 I & N Dec 439, 

445 (BIA 1987). 

ii. Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���)�H�D�U���L�V���2�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���5�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H 

Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���I�H�D�U���R�I���U�H�W�X�U�Q���L�V���D�O�V�R���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���������W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D��

reasonable likelihood that Ms. Perez Fuentes will be persecuted by MS-13; and 2) because 

country conditions in Guatemala show Indigenous communities continue to be the target of 

harm. See 8 C.F.R. ¤ 1208.13(b)(2); Emma Expert Decl. ¦ 18, Tab E. To show there is a 

reasonable possibility of persecution, applicant must show that there is more than a 10% chance 

that Ms. Perez Fuentes will be persecuted if returned to Guatemala. INS v. Cardoza-Fonseca, 

480 U.S. 421, 440 (1987).  

Given that MS-13 has tormented Ms. Perez Fuentes for twenty years, there is no reason 

to believe they would cease to target her upon her return. Carmen Decl. ¦ 51, Tab C. Ms. Perez 

Fuentes attempted to escape from MS-13 more than once and was hunted down wherever she 

went. Id. ¦ 66. The gang continues to inquire as to her whereabouts and has threatened to kill her 

if she returns. Decl. of Lucia Perez Fuentes ¦ 19, Tab C. Country conditions expert testimony 

recognizes that Ms. Perez Fuentes �I�D�F�H�V���D���³�V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���U�L�V�N���R�I���K�D�U�P���´��that cannot be avoided 

through internal relocation. Emma Expert Decl. ¦¦ 22 -21, Tab E. There is thus a reasonable 

possibility, and more than a 10% chance that Ms. Perez Fuentes will face persecution if she is 

returned to Guatemala.  

5. Ms. Perez Fuentes is Eligible for Humanitarian Asylum 

This Court may grant Ms. Perez Fuentes humanitarian asylum in the absence of a well-

founded fear because she can demonstrate compelling reasons for being unwilling or unable to 
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return to Guatemala arising out of the severity of her past persecution, or a reasonable possibility 

that she may suffer other serious harm upon removal to Guatemala. 8 C.F.R. ¤ 1208.13(b)(1)(iii).   

Ms. Perez Fuentes is unwilling to return to Guatemala because she has suffered severe 

past persecution in Guatemala, as previously described herein. Country conditions evidence 

leaves no doubt that Ms. Perez Fuentes faces a reasonable possibility of serious harm if she 

returns to Guatemala. Emma Expert Decl. ¦  22, Tab E. 

6. Ms. Perez Fuentes is not Barred from Asylum 

Ms. Perez Fuentes is not barred from asylum. Ms. Perez Fuentes has (1) never persecuted 

others; (2) has never been convicted of a crime in the United States; (3) has never committed a 

serious nonpolitical crime outside the United States; (4) is not a danger to the security of the 

United States; (5) has never participated in terrorist activities; (6) has never firmly resettled in a 

third country prior to arriving in the United State; and (7) timely filed her application. 8 C.F.R. ¤ 

1208.4(a)(2), (b)(2).  

IV.  WITHHOLDI ! G OF REMOVAL  

B. Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric  are Entitled to Withholding of Removal 

Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric are each entitled to withholding of removal to Guatemala 

because ���������W�K�H�L�U���³�O�L�I�H���R�U���I�U�H�H�G�R�P�´���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G�����������R�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���R�I���U�D�F�H�����U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q����

nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political opinion. Pedro-Mateo v. INS, 

244 F.3d 1147, 1149-50 (9th Cir. 2000); see also INA ¤ 241(b)(3), 8 U.S.C. ¤ 1231(b)(3)(A). 

Unlike the �³�R�Q�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���U�H�D�V�R�Q�´���W�H�V�W for asylum, an applicant for withholding needs only 

d�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H���W�K�D�W���D���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G���J�U�R�X�Q�G���L�V���³�D���U�H�D�V�R�Q�´���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�L�N�H�O�L�K�R�R�G���R�I���I�X�W�X�U�H���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q. 

See Barajas-Romero v. Lynch, 846 F.3d 351, 358 (9th Cir. 2017). In an unpublished within in the 

�1�L�Q�W�K���&�L�U�F�X�L�W�����W�K�H���%�,�$���K�H�O�G���W�K�D�W���³�U�D�F�H���Z�D�V���D���U�H�D�V�R�Q���I�R�U���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q�´���Z�K�H�U�H���D�Q���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���0�D�\�D�Q��
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�Z�R�P�D�Q���Z�D�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���µ�G�D�P�Q���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���¶���µ�G�L�U�W�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���¶���D�Q�G���µ�O�D�]�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q���´��Appeal ID 5257239, BIA 

March 2, 2023, Tab CC. 

As previously demonstrated in Section III, Ms. Perez Fuentes has suffered past 

persecution on account of her Indigenous Mayan race, her political opinion, and her membership 

�L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���V�R�F�L�D�O���J�U�R�X�S�V���R�I���³�*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�Q���Z�R�P�H�Q���´���³�,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�Q���Z�R�P�H�Q���´��

�³�Q�R�Q-�6�S�D�Q�L�V�K���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D�Q�V���´ and �³�0�H�P�E�H�U of the Perez Fuentes family���´���0�6-13 has 

raped, beaten, and threatened Ms. Perez Fuentes and murdered three of her family members. Her 

employers have discriminated against her and verbally abused her, and Guatemalan police 

officers assaulted her and called her racist insults. If she is forced to return to Guatemala, it is 

more likely than not that she will be subject to severe harm and even death at the hands of these 

parties on the same bases. 

7. Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric Are Presumptively Subject to Future Persecution on the 
Basis of Their Past Persecution in Guatemala 
Because Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric have suffered past persecution in Guatemala on 

account of protected grounds, it shall be presumed that their lives or freedom would be 

threatened in Guatemala on the same bases. 8 C.F.R. ¤ 1208.16(b)(1)(i). This presumption may 

only be rebutted by a preponderance of the evidence showing (1) a fundamental change in the 

�D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�¶�V���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���V�X�F�K���W�K�D�W���Ker life or freedom would not be threatened on 

account of any of the protected grounds, or (2) the applicant could avoid threats to her life or 

freedom through internal relocation, and such relocation would be reasonable. 8 C.F.R. ¤ 

1208.16(b)(1)(i)(A)-(B). Here, Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric�¶�V��personal circumstances have not 

changed. MS-13 continues to hunt for Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric and has threatened to kill or 

kidnap them if they return. Decl. of Lucia Perez Fuentes ¦ 19, Tab C. As confirmed by a country 

conditions expert, neither Ms. Perez Fuentes nor Eric can escape future persecution by relocating 
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within Guatemala. Emma Expert Decl. ¦ 21, Tab E. MS-13 can find them and harm them 

anywhere in the country, as they did when they hunted down and murdered Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V��

father, again when they tracked and kidnapped her brother, Daniel, and as they did to Ms. Perez 

Fuentes herself when she moved to Jalapa and Guatemala City. Carmen Decl. ¦¦ 13, 29, 42. 

Therefore, neither Ms. Perez Fuentes nor Eric would be safe anywhere within Guatemala, and 

future persecution should be presumed. 

8. Even If Ms. Perez Fuentes Had Not Suffered Past Persecution, Her and Eric are 
Entitled to Protection from Future Threats to Their Life or Freedom 
An applicant who has not suffered past persecution is nevertheless entitled to withholding 

of removal if  her life or freedom would more likely than not be threatened in the future. 8 CFR 

¤1208.16(b)(2). Here, Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���I�D�W�K�H�U�����X�Q�F�O�H�����D�Q�G��grandfather were murdered by MS-

13, and Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�V���N�L�G�Q�D�S�S�H�G���D�Q�G���W�R�U�W�X�U�H�G. Carmen Decl. ¦ ¦  52, 42. All 

family members were part of the particular social group of the Perez Fuentes family and 

Indigenous Mayan Guatemalans. Since Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric belong to these groups, it is 

more likely than not that their lives or freedom would be threatened in the future.  

�)�X�U�W�K�H�U�����F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���W�K�D�W���*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D���L�V���D���³�G�H�H�S�O�\���U�D�F�L�V�W���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���L�Q��which 

Indigenous Mayans [like Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric] are systematically discriminated in the 

public and private arenas��� ́a pattern of abuse and discrimination borne out by Ms. Perez 

Fuentes�¶�V���R�Z�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���P�L�V�W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���E�\���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U�V���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�F�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V����Emma Expert Decl. ¦ 8 , 

Tab E. None of the statutory bars to withholding of removal apply to either Ms. Perez Fuentes or 

Eric. See 8 U.S.C. ¤ 1231(b)(3)(B). Thus, Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric are entitled to protection 

even if they could not establish past persecution.  

C. Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric  are Entitled to Relief Under the Convention Against 
Torture  
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Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric are also each entitled to protection under the Convention 

Against Torture. See 8 C.F.R. ¤ 1208.16(c)(4). The applicant need only show a chance greater 

than fifty percent that she will be tortured, and may do so through her uncorroborated credible 

testimony. 8 C.F.R. ¤ 1208.16(c)(2); Hamoui v. Ashcroft, 389 F.3d 821, 827 (9th Cir. 2004). 

�7�R�U�W�X�U�H���Q�H�H�G���Q�R�W���R�F�F�X�U���R�Q���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���R�I���D���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G���J�U�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�G���L�V���G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���S�D�U�W���D�V���³�D�Q�\���D�F�W���E�\��

which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a 

�S�H�U�V�R�Q�«���I�R�U���D�Q�\���U�H�D�V�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���G�L�V�F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�Q�\���N�L�Q�G�����Z�K�H�Q���V�X�F�K���S�D�L�Q���L�V���L�Q�I�O�L�F�W�H�G�«���Z�L�W�K��

�W�K�H���D�F�T�X�L�H�V�F�H�Q�F�H���R�I���D���S�X�E�O�L�F���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���´�������&���)���5�����†�������������������D����������  

Ms. Perez Fuentes�¶�V���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���*�X�D�W�H�P�D�O�D���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�V���³�W�R�U�W�X�U�H�´���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O����

verbal, sexual, and psychological abuse she suffered. Both sexual assault and the threat of 

imminent death may constitute torture. Xochihua-Jaimes v. Barr, 962 F.3d 1175, 1183 (9th Cir. 

2020). MS-13 has already raped Ms. Perez Fuentes once, raising a great possibility they may do 

so again. Further, MS-13 explicitly threatened to kill Ms. Perez Fuentes if she attempted to 

escape from them, and it is highly likely they will act on this threat given they murdered her 

father for trying to escape, and later killed her uncle and grandfather too. Carmen Decl. ¦ 65, Tab 

C. The threat of imminent death to Ms. Perez Fuentes also constitutes torture of Eric. Xochihua-

Jaimes v. Barr, 962 F.3d at 1183 (9th Cir. 2020). Thus, it is highly likely both Ms. Perez Fuentes 

and Eric will suffer torture if returned to Guatemala.  

Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric can establish the acquiescence of public officials because 

country conditions establish that the Guatemalan police hold a pattern of being racist and abusive 

to Indigenous people. Emma Expert Decl. ¦ 16, Tab E. When Ms. Perez Fuentes made police 

aware of MS-13's attacks, the police refused to take action, and instead called her a �³shitty 

Indian,�  ́mocked her for the way she spoke, and her dragged out of a police station by her hair. 



 

23 
 

Carmen Decl. ¦ ¦  37, 48. In fact, these actions by the Guatemalan police arguable constitute 

torture given that calling Ms. Perez Fuentes racist names while dragging her violently from the 

police station is certainty �³an extreme form of cruel and inhuman treatment that is specifically 

�L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���L�Q�I�O�L�F�W���V�H�Y�H�U�H���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���R�U���P�H�Q�W�D�O���S�D�L�Q���R�U���V�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���´ Lopez v. Sessions, 901 F.3d 1071, 

1078 (9th Cir. 2018). Thus, Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric are entitled to protection under the 

Convention Against Torture.  

IV.  CO! CLUSIO!  

For the foregoing reasons, Ms. Perez Fuentes and Eric are eligible for asylum and 

respectfully request this Court grant their applications for relief. They are also entitled to 

withholding of removal under the Act and the Convention Against Torture and request this Court 

grant their applications in their entirety. 

 

Dated:        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

______________________________ 
Larry Lawyer (CA Bar # 999999) 
Law Firm 
101 Office Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90011 
Telephone: 888-888-8888 
Email: lawyer@lawfirm.com 
Pro bono counsel for Respondents 
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U! ITED STATES DEPARTME ! T OF JUSTICE 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATIO !  REVIEW  

LOS A! GELES IMMIGRATIO !  COURT  
LOS A! GELES, CALIFOR ! IA  

____________________________________ 
 ) 

In the Matter of: ) 
) 

Carmen PEREZ FUE! TES ) File ! o: A 123-456-789 
Eric PEREZ FUE! TES )     A 123-456-780 

)
In Removal Proceedings ) 
____________________________________) 

DECLARATIO !  OF CARME !  PEREZ FUE! TEZ I !  SUPPORT OF APPLICATIO !  
FOR ASYLUM , WITHHOLDI ! G OF REMOVAL, A ! D PROTECTIO !  U! DER THE 

CO! VE! TIO !  AGAI ! ST TORTURE 

I, Carmen Perez Fuentes, swear and affirm that the following declaration in support of my 

application for asylum is true and correct. 

1. My true and complete name is Carmen Perez Fuentes. I was born on September 24, 1990

in Aldea Tiza, Peten, Guatemala.

2. This declaration was prepared with the assistance of my attorney at Human Rights First

in English, then translated into Spanish and orally interpreted to me in �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶, my

native language. I have reviewed this declaration in my native language, and I

understand and agree to its contents.

Family Background and Childhood 

3. I was born on September 24, 1990, in Aldea Tiza, Peten, Guatemala. My �P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���Q�D�P�H

is Luz Perez Fuentes �D�Q�G���P�\���I�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���Z�D�V��Juan Perez Fuentes. I am one of two

siblings.

4. My family is Mayan and speaks �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶. Some of my relatives understand Spanish, but I

do not. I attended school in Aldea Tiza for approximately five years.



! ! !
!

! ! !
!

5. My parents worked as fieldworkers. We did not own land, so my parents worked on 

�R�W�K�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���O�D�Q�G����Our neighbors were other indigenous families, and we did not have 

any problems with the other families in our area when I was a young child.  

MS-13 Began to Target My Family and Tortured and Murdered My Father 

6. In approximately late 2002, when I was about twelve years old, members of the MS-13 

�J�D�Q�J���F�D�P�H���W�R���P�\���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���K�R�X�V�H���L�Q���$�O�G�H�D��Tiza. I could tell they were members of the 

MS-13 gang because they had tattoos on their faces and arms. They told my father that 

he had to pay them a bribe or else they would kill him or kidnap me and my brother. My 

father refused to pay, and after the MS-13 members left, he told me and my siblings that 

we had to stay inside the house from then on to avoid being kidnapped by MS-13.  

7. Members of MS-13 returned to our house every week or so to demand bribes from my 

father. In addition to threatening to kill us or kidnap us, they insulted us and called us 

�³mierdas indias�  ́���³�V�K�L�W�W�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´�� and beat my father when he refused to pay. When my 

father kept refusing to pay a bribe, they invited him to join the gang instead of paying 

them off and told him that people would leave our family alone if he did join. My father 

always refused to join the gang.  

8. The MS-13 members were all ladino (the term used to refer to people of European 

descent) and came from outside Aldea Tiza. None were Mayan like me and my family. 

Some of the gang had learned to speak some �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶, so I could understand some of 

what they said to my father when they came to the house. I was home every time they 

came to extort us since my parents did not allow us to leave the house out of fear that the 

gang members would kidnap me and my brother. 

9. My family was scared that MS-13 would kill us or kidnap us, but there was nobody who 

could help us. There are no police in Aldea Tiza, and all the other families were too 

scared of the gang members to stand up to them. The other Mayan families in Aldea Tiza 

paid bribes in hopes that MS-13 would leave them alone, but my family did not own our 

own land and struggled to pay the bribes that gang demanded.  

10. My parents were too scared to leave the house to work, but we had no other way to 

survive. In approximately December 2002, my father decided to flee to another distant 

part of Guatemala so he could work without threats from MS-13 and earn money to 

provide for us.  



! ! !
!

! ! !
!

11. In approximately early �������������D���P�D�Q���,���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���N�Q�Rw came to our house while I was home 

and asked to talk to my mother. He told my mother that MS-13 had killed my father, and 

�K�H���V�K�R�Z�H�G���P�\���P�R�W�K�H�U���D���S�L�F�W�X�U�H���R�I���P�\���I�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V���P�X�W�L�O�D�W�H�G���F�R�U�S�V�H�� He said that members of 

MS-13 had hacked my father to death with a machete. I believe this man was a friend of 

�P�\���I�D�W�K�H�U�¶s from the finca (a private farm) he had been working on. 

12. My father had tried to get far away from Aldea Tiza in order to escape MS-13. After 

MS-13 killed him in another part of Guatemala, we could not afford to pay to have his 

body returned to us. We could not afford to travel to a city where we might find police or 

�D���F�R�X�U�W���W�R���U�H�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���P�X�U�G�H�U���W�R�����D�Q�G���Z�H���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���V�S�H�D�N���6�S�D�Q�L�V�K���V�R��we could not 

communicate with officials in order to make a report.  

13. I believe MS-13 targeted and murdered my father because he was poor and indigenous, 

�D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���P�R�U�H���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���M�R�L�Q���W�K�H���J�D�Q�J���V�L�Q�F�H���K�H���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���D�I�I�R�U�G���W�R���S�D�\��

a bribe. I believe this because the ladino MS-13 members always called him racist 

�L�Q�V�X�O�W�V���O�L�N�H���³mierda india�´�����³�V�K�L�W�W�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´����when they threatened us in our home.  

Members of MS-13 Raped Me and Bludgeoned Me with a Rock 

14. After MS-13 murdered my father, my family and I went to live with my maternal 

grandmother in another house in Aldea Tiza. I lived there with my mother, brother, and 

my grandmother.  

15. Even though we moved to another house, the same MS-13 members started coming to 

our new home to extort us and threaten us. They demanded a bribe every week, which 

we paid out of fear that they would kill us like they had killed my father.  

16. My grandmother could not support our entire family, so as the eldest child I had to start 

working to help support our family. As a thirteen-year-old girl with only a few years of 

schooling, the only work I could find was in the fields.  

17. I had to walk long distances to work on different farms, and members of MS-13 often 

preyed upon me and my family members as we walked to and from work. Every time 

they confronted me, they demanded �D�O�O���W�K�H���P�R�Q�H�\���,���Z�D�V���F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J�����,�I���,���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�\��

money, they would beat me. They often carried pistols or knives and I was scared they 

would kill me like they had killed my father.  
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18. In one of these attacks, a group of approximately ten members of MS-13 cornered me 

while I was walking alone to the fields and began to push me. They had MS-13 tattoos 

on their hands and faces. �7�K�H�\���F�D�O�O�H�G���P�H���D���³mierda india estupida�  ́(�³stupid indian piece 

of shit� )́ and pushed me to the ground.  

19. When I was approximately sixteen years old, three members of MS-13 raped me and 

beat me badly while I was working in a corn field. When they came up to me, they called 

�P�H���³mierda india�  ́���³�V�K�L�W�W�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´��. During the attack, they forced a cloth into my 

mouth so that I could not scream, and they struck me in the head with a large rock. They 

did not attempt to rob me during this attack, they just attacked me and raped me without 

trying to take my money.  

20. I still have a scar on my forehead from where they hit me with the rock. I also suffer 

from headaches and emotional problems. The men hurt my leg during the attack, and it 

remained painful for months afterwards. To this day, I struggle to carry more than fifteen 

or twenty pounds because of my injuries. I was not able to get medical care for my 

injuries because all the doctors and hospitals are hours away in the major cities, and 

nobody in Aldea Tiza had a car to help me get there.  

21. I recognized the three men who raped me and beat me as MS-13 members who had 

threatened us at my house over the previous years, but I could not report the attack 

because there was no police or other authority in the area, and police officers and other 

officials generally only speak Spanish.  

I Start ed a Family While MS-13 Continued to Threaten Me and Murdered My Uncle 

22. Members of MS-13 did not stop threatening me and my family after they raped me. They 

continued to come to our house to extort us about once a week. When they came to the 

house, they often threatened to kill us if we did not pay. When my family members and I 

left our house to work, members of MS-13 would corner us on the path and demand we 

pay them a bribe. This went on for years, and even though my family barely had enough 

money to survive, we paid the bribes because we believed that the MS-13 members 

would act on their threats to kill us.  

23. I believe MS-13 continued to focus on my family in particular because, after they killed 

my father, they saw me and the rest of my family as easy prey. They knew my family 
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and I had no adult males in our house to protect us, and without a male provider, we 

were poorer than the other families in Aldea Tiza and might be more likely to agree to 

work for the gang out of desperation. 

24. When I was about eighteen years old, I began a relationship with a man named Octavio 

Lopez Lopez ���³�0�U�����/�R�S�H�]�´��. We had two children together: a son born in 2009 named 

Diego Perez Fuentes, and another son born in 2021 named Eric Perez Fuentes. We lived 

�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���L�Q���P�\���J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���K�R�X�V�H. 

25. Members of MS-13 murdered my uncle, Jose Perez Fuentes, on approximately February 

29, 2010. My uncle owned a small piece of land in a nearby hamlet called Ixcate, about 

five kilometers from Aldea Tiza, so the gang mistakenly believed that he must have had 

a lot of money. They demanded that he pay a bribe, and when he refused, they kill ed 

him. A gang member later told me that he had targeted my uncle because he was 

indigenous. We could not report the murder because there were no authorities in our area 

to report to.  

I Tried To Live and Work In Other Parts of Guatemala, But MS-13 Hunted Me 

26. I worried that MS-13 members would kill me because I struggled to have enough money 

to pay them bribes every time they demanded, and they beat me whenever I could not 

pay. I thought I might be able to escape from MS-13 by finding work in another part of 

Guatemala. In approximately 2012, I went to work on a finca (an agricultural estate) in 

Jalapa, a town on the other side of Guatemala �D�Q�G���D���I�X�O�O���G�D�\�¶�V���G�U�L�Y�H���I�U�R�P���$�O�G�H�D��Tiza. 

27. Shortly after I left for Jalapa, MS-13 members came to my �J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V house in 

Aldea Tiza �D�Q�G���D�V�N�H�G���Z�K�H�U�H���,���K�D�G���J�R�Q�H�����0�\���J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U���O�L�H�G���D�Q�G���V�D�L�G���V�K�H���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z����

but they still found me in Jalapa�����,���G�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\���I�R�X�Q�G���P�H�����E�X�W���0�6-13 has 

members in every part of Guatemala.  

28. MS-13 members confronted me while I was working in Jalapa and demanded money. I 

recognized these men from Aldea Tiza, as they had attacked me and threatened me 

before�����:�K�H�Q���,���W�R�O�G���W�K�H�P���W�K�D�W���,���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�\���P�R�Q�H�\�����W�K�H�\���E�H�D�W���P�H���D�Q�G���F�D�O�O�H�G���P�H��

�³malnacida ind’gena�´ (literally, �³ill -bred Indian,�  ́used as a highly offensive insult in 

Guatemala)���´�� 
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29. One of them, a ladino man who was about 50 years old and spoke �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶, told me he 

had participated in the murder of my uncle in 2010, and that they had extorted my Uncle 

�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���Z�D�V���L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���D�Q�G���N�L�O�O�H�G���K�L�P���Z�K�H�Q���K�H���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���S�D�\���� 

30. I could not report this attack because I was far from the capital or any other area where 

police might be, and because I could not communicate with ladino officials who speak 

Spanish. The ladino man who I was working for on the finca witnessed the attack, but he 

�G�L�G�Q�¶�W���G�R���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���K�H�O�S���Q�R�U���G�L�G���K�H���F�D�O�O���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�H���I�R�U���P�H���� 

31. I tried to keep working in Jalapa cutting and cleaning coffee beans, but I struggled to 

keep up with the hard labor because I had injuries from the attack by MS-13 members. 

My leg became swollen and painful. The ladino owner of the finca mocked me and 

insulted me for being Indigenous and for not understanding Spanish. He called me an 

�³estupida india���´�����³�V�W�X�S�L�G���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´��. �+�H���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���W�U�H�D�W���D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���W�K�L�V���Z�D�\. He also 

only paid me 40 Quetzales per week, less than the other workers told me they were 

making. After about two months, I was completely unable to work due to my physical 

condition and had to return home to Aldea Tiza. 

32. I did not feel safe after returning to Aldea Tiza. MS-13 extorted me or threatened me 

almost every time I left my house. I was so scared to leave my house that I could not 

work.  

33. A few months later, in approximately 2012, I left again and went to Guatemala City 

looking for work.  

34. I found a job in a restaurant, and the owner allowed me to live with him. One day during 

this time, I was robbed by MS-13 members in the street while I was running errands. 

They threatened me with pistols and knives. They called me an �³indian�  ́and robbed me 

of all the money I had. 

35. I went to a police station to make a report, but I struggled to communicate with the 

officers because they only spoke Spanish�����7�K�H�\���O�D�X�J�K�H�G���D�W���P�H���D�Q�G���F�D�O�O�H�G���P�H���D���³jodida 

india�  ́���³�I�X�F�N�L�Q�J���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´���� The officers did not take a report.  

36. The restaurant owner was a ladino man. I told him that MS-13 had robbed me but he  

only �V�D�L�G���³pinche indigena�  ́���³�I�X�F�N�L�Q�J���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´�� and did nothing to help me. He forced 

me to work very hard and only paid me 7 Quetzales per day. I struggled to keep up with 

the work and to survive on this income, especially after the robbery.  
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37. I tried to find another job where I could earn more money and afford to bring my 

children and partner to live with me in Guatemala City, but nobody would hire me. All 

of the businesses are owned by ladino people who do not treat Mayan people well. I 

asked many people if they could offer me work, but most of them called me racist names 

�O�L�N�H���³pinche india�´�����³�I�X�F�N�L�Q�J���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´�����D�Q�G���U�H�I�X�V�H�G���W�R���K�H�O�S���P�H���� 

38. About a year or two after I moved to Guatemala City, I was robbed another time by a 

large group of MS-13 members. There were ladino men and women in this group. Some 

of them spoke �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶ with an accent typical of ladino people who have learned the 

dialect. They had MS-13 gang tattoos on their faces and arms. They demanded 15 

Quetzales. When I refused, they shoved me and threatened me with guns and knives, and 

took all the money I was carrying by force.  

39. There were many other people on the street at the time, but nobody helped me. The gang 

members did not rob or bother any of these ladino people, only me. I was dressed in 

traditional clothing used only by indigenous women, a huipil and corte, and wore a liston 

in my hair. I believe the gang members targeted me because they could see I was an 

indigenous woman.  

40. Immediately after the robbery, I went to a police station in Guatemala City. I tried to tell 

the police officers at the station that I had just been robbed and wanted to make a report. 

The officers laughed at me for speaking �.�¶�L�F�K�H�¶ and refused to take a report. They called 

�P�H���³�P�L�H�U�G�D���L�Q�G�L�D�´ ���³�V�K�L�W�W�\���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�´�� and mocked the way I spoke. Instead of taking my 

report, the police officers grabbed me by my hair and dragged me out of the station and 

into the street.  

41.  I had nowhere else to go and no way to survive on my own in Guatemala City, so I 

returned home to Aldea Tiza. I was scared that MS-13 would kill me in Aldea Tiza, but I 

knew I was not safe in the capital either.  

My Partner Disappears And Final Years in Guatemala 

42. After returning to Aldea �7�L�]�D�����,���O�L�Y�H�G���Z�L�W�K���0�U�����/�R�S�H�]���L�Q���P�\���J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���K�R�X�V�H����Mr. 

Lopez treated me well and helped provide for our family. However, members of MS-13 

continued to come to our house demanding bribes every week and threatening to kill us 
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if we did not pay. We always paid when we had the money, and this way we were able to 

scrape by �I�R�U���\�H�D�U�V���D�I�W�H�U���P�\���X�Q�F�O�H�¶�V���P�X�U�G�H�U���� 

43. In about March 2018, members of MS-13 kidnapped my brother, Daniel Perez Fuentes, 

while he was working on a farm. Armed men held him captive in a cave for 

approximately two weeks, during which time they beat him with metal rods and 

threatened to cut his head off with a �P�D�F�K�H�W�H�����7�K�H�\���F�D�O�O�H�G���K�L�P���D���³�J�R�R�G���I�R�U���Q�R�Whing 

Indian���´���D�Q�G���³�D�Q���L�O�O�L�W�H�U�D�W�H���S�L�H�F�H���R�I���V�K�L�W���´��I believe that MS-13 targeted my brother 

because they know the police do not protect indigenous people and would not get 

involved. 

44. The men who kidnapped my brother called my mother and told her they would kill my 

brother if she did not pay a ransom of 21,000 quetzales. They told my mother not to call 

the police, and told her that they had contacts in the police and would find out if we did 

report the kidnapping, and could kill our family. Our family believed the gang would 

follow through on their threats to kill my brother if we did not pay, so we borrowed the 

money from relatives in the United States. Once we had the money together, my mother 

paid the ransom and MS-13 released my brother, dumping him on the outskirts of a town 

with serious injuries. We did not report the kidnapping because we were scared of the 

�J�D�Q�J�¶�V���W�K�U�H�D�W�V���D�Q�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���Q�R���O�R�F�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�H���W�R���K�H�O�S���X�V���� 

45. My brother fled to the United States a short time later and was granted asylum in 2022.  

46. Even after kidnapping my brother, MS-13 continued to extort me and my family. We 

struggled to pay the bribes they demanded of us. When we could not pay, they told my 

partner, Mr. Lopez, that they would kill him if he failed to pay again. They also 

threatened to kidnap our infant son, Eric, who was born in 2021. Mr. Lopez feared for 

his life because he could not earn enough money to pay the bribes the gang demanded. In 

approximately late 2022, he told me that he was leaving for Mexico out of fear for his 

lif e. We did not have enough money for me and our children to leave with him, so Mr. 

Lopez left us behind.   

47. I have not heard from Mr. Lopez since he left two years ago. While I was still in 

Guatemala, his mother told me that he was in Mexico, but his mother has since passed 

away and I have no idea what happened to him or whether he is alive. MS-13 threatened 

him many times, so it is possible they kidnapped or killed him. 
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MS-13 Murdered My Grandmother and Threatened To Kidnap and Kill Me 

48. In October 2023, a group of MS-13 came to our house and demanded their weekly bribe. 

My grandmother, Lourdes Fuentes, could no longer stand the years of constant extortion, 

threats, and physical attacks. Instead of paying the bribe as we had for twenty years, my 

grandmother tried to stand up to the gang members, and told them �³�(�Q�R�X�J�K already, I am 

a very old woman and cannot pay anymore���´��The gang members became furious. One of 

the men shoved my elderly grandmother to the ground so hard that she died in front of 

me and my family.   

49.  Even after murdering my father, uncle, and grandmother, members of MS-13 continued 

to extort and threaten me and my surviving relatives. By this time, most of my siblings 

and other extended relatives had fled Guatemala out of fear that they would be killed just 

like my father, uncle, and grandmother. I started to believe that I had no choice but to 

leave Guatemala or die at the hands of MS-13. 

50. In November 2023, a few weeks after killing my grandmother, members of MS-13 came 

to my house and told me that I should not try to escape from them, because they would 

find me and kill me wherever I went. They also threatened to kidnap my youngest son, 

Eric. They told me they wanted to kidnap Eric in particular because, as my youngest 

child, they could easily traffic him and sell him in another country.  

51. I believed they were singling me out because I was an indigenous woman and because, 

after Mr. Lopez left, I was one of the few women in Aldea Tiza without any man in the 

house to protect me. The MS-13 members told me during this time that I was a �³stupid 

Indian�  ́and that �³�Q�R�E�R�G�\���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���E�H���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W�¶�V���Z�K�\���,���G�L�G���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���D���P�D�Q.�´ I 

recognized one of these gang members who came to my house in this period as one of 

the three men who had raped me and smashed my head with a rock approximately 

sixteen years earlier. 

I Fled From Guatemala Out of Fear For My Life 

52. After MS-13 members murdered my grandmother and threatened to kill me, I feared that 

MS-13 members were going to kill me or kidnap my son Eric soon no matter what I did. 

It felt like they would never leave me and my family alone no matter what we did. I 

believed I had to escape quickly in order to save my life.  
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53. I left Guatemala with my son Eric on approximately December 3, 2023. I transited 

Mexico by bus over the next twenty or so days. I left my other son, Diego in the care of 

my mother, because MS-13 had threatened to kidnap Eric in particular so I thought he 

was the most at risk.  

I Could ! ot Remain In Mexico Safely 

54. Throughout my time in Mexico, I was scared that MS-13 would find me and act on their 

threat to kill me for trying to escape from them. I know they have many members 

throughout Mexico and can find people.  

55. While I was in Mexico, Mexican police officer called me racist names and made fun of 

me because I could not speak Spanish. I was very scared of them because of they way 

that police officers had attacked me and abused me in Guatemala.   

56. Due to my overwhelming fear of MS-13 Mexico and of the police in Mexico I was 

determined to enter the United States as soon as possible to find safety for myself and for 

my infant son, Eric. I crossed under a wire fence and entered the United States near 

Yuma, Arizona on approximately December 23, 2023. After entering the United States, I 

walked with a group of migrants whom I did not know for an hour or two before I was 

apprehended by immigration officials.  

57. I had never owned a telephone before coming to the United States. I had never heard of 

the CBP One application until speaking with my lawyer months after entering the United 

States. I do not understand very much Spanish, so I cannot use most phone applications 

even with help from others.  

Life In the United States 

58. I now reside in Los Angeles, California with my son Eric and some of my relatives who 

fled from Guatemala before me and their families. I am safe here with my surviving 

family members and wish to remain here and reunify with my son Diego, who remains 

in Guatemala. 

59. I still suffer from the attacks I endured at the hands of MS-13 members. I still have a scar 

on my head from when I was struck on a head with a rock. Sometimes I get 

overwhelmed by my thoughts about what happened to me in Guatemala. 
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60. I worry for my son who is in Guatemala in the care of my mother. He does not leave the 

house because we are scared that MS-13 will hurt him. MS-13 continues to threaten my 

mother and my son, and gang members have beaten my mother since I left.  

61. I also worry that, if I return to Guatemala, that MS-13 will kill me because they 

promised me that they would kill me if I left the country, and the gang members have 

shown that they carry out their threats by killing my father, uncle and Grandmother. 

62.  I cannot live safely anywhere in Guatemala, because I have learned from my own 

experience that MS-13 can find me and harm me anywhere in the country as they did in 

Aldea Tiza, Jalapa and Guatemala City. I know the authorities cannot protect me, 

because I have tried on two occasions to report attacks by MS-13 to the police, and both 

times the police refused to help me and mocked me because I am an indigenous woman.  

Conclusion 

 

63. For the above-stated reasons, I respectfully request asylum, so that my son and I may 

remain safely in the United States. 

 

 
 
______________________________________! ! _________________________!

Signature! ! ! ! ! ! ! Date 
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NOW LIVE: Nations in Transit 2024

Countries Freedom

Map

Issues Perspectives Policy

Recommendations

Overview
While Guatemala holds regular elections that are generally free, organized

crime and corruption severely impact the functioning of government. Violence

and criminal extortion schemes are serious problems, and victims have little

recourse to justice. Journalists, activists, and public o! cials who confront

crime, corruption, and other sensitive issues risk attack.

Key Developments in 2022
During the year, Attorney General Mar’a Consuelo PorrasÑwho was

reappointed for another four-year term in MayÑcontinued to use her

mandate to block high-proÞle corruption investigations and weaponize

the justice system against independent anticorruption prosecutors.

Judges and prosecutors working on corruption cases were removed,

transferred, or prevented from taking their posts, and many faced threats,

spurious criminal prosecutions, and were forced to leave the country.

Judges and prosecutors engaged in e" orts to bring past human rights

On Guatemala

See all data,
scores &
information on
this country or
territory.

Country Facts

46  Partly

Free

Other Years

See More

Global Freedom
Score

/100

FREEDOM IN THE WORLD 2023

Guatemala
PARTLY FREE

Political Rights 20 

Civil Liberties 29 

51  Partly Free

Global freedom statuses are calculated on a weighted
scale. See the methodology.

49
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/60
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7. Indigenous
Women against
Impunity
Challenging discrimination  
in GuatemalaÕs legal system 

Women register at the Rights of Indigenous PeopleÕs Workshop in PatzitŽ 

Guatemala signed a peace accord in 1997, after 36 years of conflict. But 
the legacy of violence continues to haunt its population, especially 
indigenous people and women, who face ethnic and gender-based 
discrimination. A culture of impunity dominates the governmentÕs legal 
system. Only 3 per cent of violent deaths are ever investigated. Violence, 
especially violence against women, is escalating. Indigenous people in 
Guatemala have their own traditional justice system, which operates 
alongside that of the state, although not on an equal legal footing. This 
paper looks at the relative successes of traditional conflict-resolution 
mechanisms, and examines how indigenous women are using 
Indigenous PeopleÕs Defence Organisations to seek justice. 
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A culture of impunity 
!"#$%&"'&("'(%)('*"+"*#',-'./%0 "'123'(,0%.%3"4'-"5'./%0%21*#'1/"'
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5(%.('%#'#*,54'">$"2#%+"4'123'(1#'%2#7--%.%"2&'.,+"/1)"='1'#;#&"0'
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.,2&/,**%2)'&("0'#%2."'&("'1/0"3'.,2-*%.&'123'(1+"'&("'$,5"/'&,'
2"7&/1*%#"'&("0B4'#1;#'S1/*,#'S1#&/"#1214'!%/".&,/',-'&("'?2&"/21&%,21*'
S,00%##%,2'D)1%2#&'?0$72%&;'%2'K71&"01*19EN''

I("',--%.%1*'87#&%."'#;#&"0'%2'K71&"01*1'%#'/10$12&'5%&('/1.%#0'123'
#">%#04'123'3,"#'2,&'13"P71&"*;'133/"##'12;'.1#"#'%2+,*+%2)'
%23%)"2,7#'$",$*"'123'5,0"24'$1/&%.7*1/*;'%23%)"2,7#'5,0"29'
?23%)"2,7#'$",$*"'(1+"'"+"2'*"##'.(12."',-'-%23%2)'87#&%."'&(12'&("'
/"#&',-'&("'$,$7*1&%,2G'&("'#;#&"0',6#&/7.&#'1.."##'&,'87#&%."'123'
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A Study Conducted by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

FIRST-HAND ACCOUNTS OF REFUGEES FLEEING 
EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA, HONDURAS, AND MEXICO
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Today the world is witness to a global refugee crisis of proportions not seen since World War II. But while 
most of the international media attention is on the refugees arriving in Europe Ð from countries such as Syria, 
Iraq, and Afghanistan Ð there is another protection crisis unfolding in Central America.

Tens of thousands of women Ð travelling alone or together with their children or other family members Ð are 
ßeeing a surging tide of violence in El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, and parts of Mexico. This report brings 
their often terrifying stories to life and explains why these women have been forced to ßee their homelands.

The more than 160 women interviewed for this report talked about being raped, assaulted, extorted, and 
threatened by members of heavily-armed, transnational criminal groups. They spoke about their families 
having to contend with gunÞghts, disappearances, and death threats. They described seeing family members 
murdered or abducted and watching their children being forcibly recruited by those groups. With authorities 
often unable to curb the violence and provide redress, many vulnerable women are left with no choice but to 
run for their lives.

Fleeing is an ordeal in its own right, and for most women, the journey to safety is a journey through hell. After 
paying exorbitant fees to unscrupulous Òcoyotes,Ó many women are beaten, raped, and too often killed along 
the way. This is the untold story of many refugees from Central America. 

Since 2008, UNHCR has recorded a nearly Þvefold increase in asylum-seekers arriving to the United States 
from the Northern Triangle region of El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras. Over the same period, we have 
seen a thirteenfold increase in the number of requests for asylum from within Central America and Mexico Ð  
a staggering indicator of the surging violence shaking the region. 

This is not the Þrst refugee crisis the Americas region has faced, but it is nevertheless unique in its complexity. 
Solving it requires a comprehensive regional approach based on cooperation, responsibility-sharing, and 
solidarity among all countries affected, to ensure that people in need of protection can have access to it. 
UNHCR stands ready to support governments in this effort.

Ant—nio Guterres

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
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LOS A! GELES, CALIFOR ! IA  

____________________________________ 
) 
) 
) 
) 

In the Matter of: 

�&�D�U�P�H�Q���3�(�5�(�=���)�8�(�1�7�(�6
�(�U�L�F���3�(�5�(�=���)�8�(�1�7�(�6 ) 

File ! o.: A ����������������������
A ����������������������

) 
) 

In Removal Proceedings   ) 
____________________________________) 

RESPO! DE! T�6�¶ WIT ! ESS LIST 

Respondents �&�D�U�P�H�Q�� �3�H�U�H�]�� �)�X�H�Q�W�H�V and �(�U�L�F�� �3�H�U�H�]�� �)�X�H�Q�W�H�V, through undersigned pro bono

counsel, file this Witness List in compliance with Immigration Court Practice Manual 

rules 3.1(b)(ii)(A) and 3.3(g). Respondents intend to call the following witnesses in support 

of their applications for Asylum, Withholding of Removal and the Convention Against 

Torture. Respondents reserve the right to call any witnesses identified by the Department of 

Homeland Security (�³DHS� )́ and additional witnesses as necessary to rebut testimony presented 

by DHS at Respondent�V�¶ individual hearing: 

���� C�D�U�P�H�Q���3�H�U�H�]���)�X�H�Q�W�H�V, �/�H�D�G��Respondent

�D��Language of Testimony: �.�
�L�F�K�H�


�E�� Estimated length of direct examination: 1 hour

�F�� Summary of testimony: Respondent will testify about the persecution she faced in
Guatemala due to her race, political opinion, and membership in related Particular Social
Groups. She will also testify about dangers she faced in Mexico, and her fear of future
persecution, should she be forced to return to Guatemala.

���� �'�D�Q�L�H�O���3�H�U�H�]���)�X�H�Q�W�H�V�����5�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���%�U�R�W�K�Hr (A# ����������������������)

�D��Language of Testimony: �.�
�L�F�K�H�


�E�� Estimated length of direct examination: 20 minutes



c) Summary of testimony: �'�D�Q�L�H�O�� �3�H�U�H�]�� �)�X�H�Q�W�H�V was present during many instances of
persecution against the lead Respondent and was himself targeted by the same persecutors.
He has been granted asylum in the United States. He will testify to his firsthand knowledge
�R�I���W�K�H�V�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�V���W�K�H�\���U�H�O�D�W�H���W�R���W�K�H���O�H�D�G���5�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���F�O�D�L�P��

���� �(�P�P�D���(�[�S�H�U�W, PhD, Country Conditions Expert:

�D��Language of Testimony: English

�E�� Estimated length of direct examination: 30 minutes

�F�� Summary of testimony:���0�V�����(�[�S�H�U�W��is an expert in violence against Indigenous��groups in
Guatemal�D. �6�Ke will testify regarding the dangers that��Indigenous individuals face in
Guatemala and explain how the Respondent�V�¶ experiences��in Guatemala are consistent
with those of other Indigenous persons in Guatemala.

���� �'�H�E�R�U�D�K���'�R�F�W�R�U�� M.D., Medical Expert:

�D��Language of Testimony: English

�E�� Estimated length of direct examination: 30 minutes

�F�� Summary of testimony: �'�H�E�R�U�D�K�� �'�R�F�W�R�U is a medical doctor and an expert in the
medical��sequelae of trauma. Dr. �'�R�F�W�R�U��will testify to her observations and diagnoses
made in her��medical examination of the lead Respondent, the causes of the medical
conditions the lead��Respondent suffers, and the likelihood �W�K�D�W���W�K�H���O�H�D�G���5�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�¶�V
�K�H�D�O�W�K���Z�R�X�O�G���G�H�W�H�U�L�R�U�D�W�H��if she were returned to Guatemala.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dated: ____________________ ���V�����/�D�U�U�\���/�D�Z�\�H�U�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B
�/�D�U�U�\���/�D�Z�\�H�U�����(�V�T��
�/�D�Z���)�L�U�P��
�3�U�R���E�R�Q�R���&�R�X�Q�V�H�O���I�R�U���5�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�W�V

��������������������
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____________________________________ 
) 
) 
) 
) 

In the Matter of: 

C�D�U�P�H�Q �3�(�5�(�=���)�8�(�1�7�(�6
�(�U�L�F���3�(�5�(�=���)�8�(�1�7�(�6 ) 

File ! o.: A ����������������������
A ����������������������

) 
) 

In Removal Proceedings   ) 
____________________________________) 

RESPO! DE! T�6�¶ MOTIO !  TO PERMIT REMOTE TESTIMO ! Y 

Respondents C�D�U�P�H�Q�� �3�H�U�H�]�� �)�X�H�Q�W�H�Vand �(�U�L�F�� �3�H�U�H�]�� �)�X�H�Q�W�H�V ���³�5�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�Ws�´������ �W�K�U�R�X�J�K

undersigned pro bono counsel, respectfully move the Court to permit remote testimony of the 

following witnesses who cannot be present in person at the individual merits hearing for the 

reasons listed below: 

!" �(�P�P�D���(�[�S�H�U�W, Country Conditions Expert, �V�H�U�Y�H�V���D�V���3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���L�Q���W�K�H���0�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q

�/�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�\���D�W���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I�� �-�H�I�I�H�U�V�R�Q. �6�K�H���I�R�F�X�V�H�V���K�H�U��research in part on violence in

Indigenous Mayan communities in��Guatemala. �6�K�H��has submitted an expert report and

curriculum vitae���� �0�V���� �(�[�S�H�U�W�
�V��testimony��will last approximately 20 minutes. M�V. �(�[�S�H�U�W

cannot appear in Court because��he lives in �-�H�I�I�H�U�V�R�Q and is unable to travel to California

for the purposes of the��merits hearing. Mr. �(�[�S�H�U�W��can appear via WebEx and can be

reached at���H�P�P�D�H�[�S�H�U�W�#�X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���H�G�X or ������������������������.

mailto:alburezgutierrez@demogr.mpg.de


2. �'�H�E�R�U�D�K���'�R�F�W�R�U, Medical Expert, is Clinical Assistant Professor and Residency Program

Director at �/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q School of Medicine, Department of Family Medicine. She is

trained in forensic evaluation and is an expert in medical sequelae of trauma. She conducted

a medical examination of the lead Respondent, and submitted an affidavit and her

curriculum vitae. Her testimony will last approximately 30 minutes. Dr. �'�R�F�W�R�U cannot

appear��in court because of professional obligations which prohibit her from traveling on

the date��of the hearing. Dr. �'�R�F�W�R�U��can appear via WebEx and can be reached at

(����������������������������

Dated:  Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________ 
�/�D�U�U�\���/�D�Z�\�H�U, Esq.
�/�D�Z���)�L�U�P
Pro bono Counsel for Respondents 

��������������������
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