

									DATE

USCIS
Attn: AFGHAN NFB (Box 21281)
1820 E. Skyharbor Circle S
Suite 100
Phoenix, AZ 85034-4850	Comment by Ana Guzina: You can double check the address and see specific instructions for Afghan Special Immigrants here: 
https://www.uscis.gov/green-card-for-an-afghan-employed-behalf-us-government


RE:	Form I-485 (Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust Status)
Applicant: CLIENT NAME (A#: XXX-XXX-XXX)


Dear Immigration Officer:

I am pro bono counsel for the above-referenced applicant. Please note that USCIS has waived the filing and biometrics fees for Afghan nationals who were paroled into the United States due to the humanitarian crisis and are applying for adjustment of status as an Afghan Special Immigrant. The above-named applicant is a recent parolee who is applying for adjustment of status as an Afghan Special Immigrant and is therefore not required to pay the filing or biometrics fees.	Comment by Ana Guzina: Use this cover letter if your client was paroled in on or after July 30, 2021, and is therefore exempt from paying the filing fee. 	Comment by Ana Guzina: If your client was here before the summer of 2021, please use the other I-485 sample cover letter for reference. 

Enclosed please find the following forms and documentation in support of the above referenced applications.

1. Form I-485 (Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust Status)	Comment by Ana Guzina: You can find the instructions here: https://www.uscis.gov/i-485. Make sure you use the most recent version of the form, also available at this website.

Complete and submit a separate I-485 for each family member applying to adjust status. Prepare a separate cover letter and application packet for each family member but submit all applications for the family in one envelope to USCIS. 
a. Form G-28 (Notice of Entry of Appearance as Attorney or Accredited Representative), signed by Applicant. 	Comment by Ana Guzina: https://www.uscis.gov/g-28. 
b. Form G-1145 (e-Notification of Application/Petition Acceptance);	Comment by Ana Guzina: https://www.uscis.gov/g-1145

c. Two passport-style photos of Applicant;
d. Copy of Applicant’s I-360 Approval Notice (Form I-797, Notice of Action), indicating the priority date is DATE;	Comment by Ana Guzina: Because the number of Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs) available every year is statutorily capped, you must check that the priority date on the I-360 approval notice is current—this confirms that a visa number is available and your client is eligible to apply for adjustment of status. 

You can find the current priority date for SIV under the 4th category of employment-based preferences (E4) on the visa bulletin, which is released every month: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/legal/visa-law0/visa-bulletin.html. The current visa bulletin indicates that visa numbers for special immigrants in all chargeability areas is current (C), meaning that visa numbers are available.

If the priority date is not current, you must wait for it to become current by monitoring the visa bulletin. Your client’s priority date must be earlier than the date listed in the visa bulletin to apply. 

More info on visa availability and priority dates: https://www.uscis.gov/green-card/green-card-processes-and-procedures/visa-availability-and-priority-dates

Info on the employment fourth preference (E4) category: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/immigrate/employment-based-immigrant-visas.html#fourth

e. Copy of August Visa Bulletin, evidencing the priority date for E4 Special Immigrants from all chargeability areas is current; 	Comment by Ana Guzina: You can find the most recent visa bulletin here: https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/legal/visa-law0/visa-bulletin.html 

f. Copy of Applicant’s Form I-94, indicating he was inspected and admitted/paroled on DATE;
g. Copy of Applicant’s birth certificate, with certified translation;
h. Copy of Applicant’s biographic passport page, for identity purposes;	Comment by Ana Guzina: Or other form of government issued photo ID.
i. Applicant’s Form I-693 (Medical Examination of Alien Seeking Adjustment of Status), in a sealed envelope. 	Comment by Ana Guzina: If your client had a medical exam completed by a panel physician abroad, they do NOT need to file a new I-693 medical exam: https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/alerts/uscis-updates-medical-examination-guidance-for-afghan-parolees-arriving-under-operation-allies

The I-693 must be done by a USCIS approved physician. You can search by zip code here: https://my.uscis.gov/findadoctor
Prices vary, so I suggest calling around to find the best rate.
The form must be in a sealed envelope—do not open it but do ask your client to request a copy of the completed form from the doctor for their records and your review.  It must be submitted within 60 days after it is executed or it is not valid and your client will need to do the medical exam again. You can also not submit at time of filing and wait for USCIS to issue a request for evidence for the medical exam once they start reviewing the application, but that will delay adjudication:  https://www.uscis.gov/i-693

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Best Regards,
