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The pashton code of honor is to live and die by. This is been around for thousands of years. What are we experincing in afghanistan right now is not Islam nor Pashton code of honor.  How do we work with Taliban to better conditions in Afghanistan?
Thank you for your question. As I noted in the presentation, a criticism of Pashtunwali or the Pashtun code of conduct is not to uniformly reject it as entirely bad. It is, however, a tribal code, and possesses problematic components particularly around women’s rights, revenge, and loyalty to the tribe. Additionally, the majority of people in Afghanistan do not adhere to the Pasthun tribal code and are themselves not Pashtuns.The Taliban do not represent the entirety of Pashtuns and have indeed killed many Pashtuns who’ve opposed them. However, to imply that one can work with the Taliban or that the Taliban can be reformed is a deeply erroneous position. We have almost three decades of evidence that shows the Taliban will not change. They’ve not changed. They have stated nothing to the effect that they have changed or will change. Instead prior to the takeover of Kabul they deployed a public relations blitz that attempted to assuage the fears of the Western audience. Everything since August of 2021 shows that the Taliban continue to be a terror organization and will continue to be as such.
How do we take back my beloved Afghanistan from Taliban???
Thank you for your question. Continuing to designate the Taliban and their membership as a terror organization. Travel bans and sanctions on all of their leaders and related members. Not normalizing the Taliban. Supporting the National Resistance Front of Afghanistan that is fighting the Taliban and is committed to a just and democratic Afghanistan wherein rights and respect for all of her citizens is guaranteed. Keeping the situation in Afghanistan and the terror and oppression of the Taliban in the spotlight. 
Why did the Pakistani secret service support this group? Understood that Pakistan might want influence over a neighboring country, but why THIS particular group.  Should we infer the Pakistani secret service share their ideology? ANSWERED
Apologies if you covered this—I had to step away for a call for a few minutes. What are the parallels you are seeing between the ideology of the Taliban with other extremist organizations, including maybe the white national movement in the US or ISIS, for example with recruitment? How are they similar and how are they different? ANSWERED
Do you believe that all refugees from Afghanistan should have the elements for a successful asylum case given how ubiquitous the repression has been? 
Thank you for your question. Ideally, yes. However, there’s a particular need for anyone who was in the armed forces, police, intellectuals, government employees, human rights organizations, religious minorities, those who publicly criticized the Taliban (whether verbal or written). I want to emphasize that indeed repression is ubiquitous. The vast majority of the people of Afghanistan abhor the Taliban and view them as terrorists and do not want to live under their brutal reign.
When you said earlier that anyone not agreeing with Taliban were “nonbelievers” and should be killed, does that mean that theoretically at least a large number of people might be able to argue fear of persecution on religious grounds when seeking asylum? ANSWERED
How can I ask my client about mystical Islam? Is “mystic” a word she would recognize (she speaks English…)?…I thought she was more “secular Muslim” because she’s not really practicing, but perhaps I’m mistaken! ANSWERED
Where I can find more about your work and are you on instagram or any other social media plateforms?
Thank you for your question. I’ve included a few of my pieces in the resources list that was sent. You can follow me on Twitter: @Ahmad_R_Salim
You mentioned oppression of those who were perceived as supporting foreigners. Do you know of incidents of violence against Afghanis who “worked with” the US government and military—for example, running a store that US government/military members would frequent?
Thank you for your question. There are multiple instances where this was done. A sample of such cases with documentation can be found here:
https://www.kabulpress.org/article18712.html
Can you send in a email recomemded books to get an introduction to this history?
This has been included in the resources list. 
