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Background
The Taliban seized control of Afghanistan in 1996, after a seven-year war that followed the withdrawal of Soviet forces.[footnoteRef:1] The growth of al-Qaida during the war against the Soviets created an environment for Osama bin Laden to train terrorists who would eventually attack United States people and property both home and abroad.[footnoteRef:2] On September 9, 2001, Al Qaeda terrorists hijacked four passenger planes in the US, two of which flew into the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center. The other two crashed into the Pentagon and rural Pennsylvania. The attack led to the death of 3,000 people and led to George Bush declaring a “war on terror” and an invasion of Iraq.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  ​​9/11 Wars: Timeline, IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUMS, https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/911-wars-timeline (last visited Apr. 8, 2022).]  [2:  A Historical Timeline of Afghanistan, PBS NEWS HOURS (Aug. 30, 2021), https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/asia-jan-june11-timeline-afghanistan.]  [3:  What Were the 9/11 Terrorist Attacks?, IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUMS, https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-were-the-911-terrorist-attacks (last visited Apr. 8, 2022).] 

While situated in Afghanistan, the U.S. spent over $2.3 trillion in humanitarian and reconstruction assistance to the country.[footnoteRef:4]  In February 2020, the United States and Taliban began negotiating a complete withdrawal of US forces from Afghanistan.[footnoteRef:5] These negotiations touched on issues such as education for women and girls, a situation that significantly improved during the US invasion, in contrast with the widespread violation of women’s rights before 2001.[footnoteRef:6]  In August 2021, the United States withdrew from Afghanistan following 20 years of occupation.  Between 2001 and 2021, the US attempted to reconstruct Afghanistan.  [4: Deirdre Shesgreen, ‘War Rarely Goes as Planned’: New Report Tallies Trillions US Spent in Afghanistan, Iraq, USA TODAY (Sept. 1, 2021), https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2021/09/01/how-much-did-war-afghanistan-cost-how-many-people-died/5669656001/.]  [5:  “You Have No Right to Complain” Education, Social Restrictions, and Justice in Taliban-Held Afghanistan, HUM. RTS. WATCH (2020), https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media_2020/06/afghanistan0620_web_0.pdf.]  [6:  Id. at 3.] 

On Aug 30, 2021, the US army exited Afghanistan after 20 years of fighting the Taliban. The Taliban swiftly took over the country and made several quick changes. Within weeks, a new cabinet made up of long-time Taliban members was set up to run the state temporarily[footnoteRef:7] and the constitution that had been in place since 2004 was suspended.[footnoteRef:8] Some of these new government officials have been declared terrorists by the United States and the United Nations.[footnoteRef:9] The government model set up was meant to duplicate the “emirate” model used in the nineties.[footnoteRef:10] This system was meant to control the population and grow the Taliban’s surveillance over the people.[footnoteRef:11] [7:  Ibrahim Bahiss & Graeme Smith, Q&A: Who Will Run the Taliban Government, INT’L CRISIS GRP. (Sept. 9, 2021), https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/who-will-run-taliban-government.]  [8:  U.N. Secretary-General, The Situation in Afghanistan and its Implications for International Peace and Security, U.N. DOC. A/76/667-S/2022/64 (Jan. 28, 2022), https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/sg_report_on_afghanistan_january_2022.pdf.]  [9:  Lindsay Maizland, The Taliban in Afghanistan, COUNCIL ON FOREIGN REL. (Sept 15, 2021), https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/taliban-afghanistan.]  [10:  Ibrahim Bahiss & Graeme Smith, supra note 7.]  [11:  Antonio Giustozzi & Rasha Al Aqeedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, NEW LINES INST. FOR STRATEGY AND POL’Y (Nov. 24, 2021), https://newlinesinstitute.org/afghanistan/security-and-governance-in-the-talibans-emirate/.] 

Following U.S. withdrawal from the country, conditions have grown worse for multiple groups of people who have suffered a decline in respect for civil liberties. Former Afghan civil servants were promised amnesty letters by the Taliban, but many fear that applying for such letters would put themselves at risk.[footnoteRef:12] The Taliban has made use of force since it took over Afghanistan, carrying out sweeps through Kabul and scaring residents.[footnoteRef:13] While the Taliban claimed the search was to ensure security, some residents of Kabul see these sweeps as a violation of privacy.[footnoteRef:14] Extra-judicial killings have become common, with Afghans who had worked with the previous government in some capacity, whether as security forces or politicians, fear for their lives. Uncovered footage shows Taliban fighters assaulting comedian Nazar Mohammed, who had worked for the police.[footnoteRef:15] Mohammed was kidnapped and killed by the Taliban. Another former police officer, Bangu Negar, was killed in front of her children while 8 months pregnant.[footnoteRef:16]  [12:  “No Forgiveness for People Like You” Executions and Enforced Disappearances in Afghanistan Under the Taliban, HUM. RTS. WATCH (Nov. 30, 2021), https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/11/30/no-forgiveness-people-you/executions-and-enforced-disappearances-afghanistan#.]  [13: Farshad Daryush, Islamic Emirate's Mujahid Comments on House-to-House Searches, TOLO News, (Feb. 27, 2022), https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-176893.]  [14:  Najibullah Lalzoy, This is What the Taliban Confiscated During Door-to-Door Sweep, THE KHAAMA PRESS NEWS AGENCY (Feb. 28, 2022), https://www.khaama.com/this-is-what-taliban-confiscated-during-door-to-door-sweep-549765987/.]  [15:  Afghanistan: The Fate of Thousands Hanging in the Balance: Afghanistan’s Fall Into the Hands of the Taliban, AMNESTY INT’L (Sept. 21, 2021), https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa11/4727/2021/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english.]  [16: Id.] 

	Censorship of expression has been ongoing in the country, with journalists and artists being forced by the Taliban to put an end to their work. Activists and human rights defenders also continue to suffer from attacks. Journalists have been harassed and beaten for attempting to do their jobs.[footnoteRef:17] Press freedom has wholly crumbled, with thousands of journalists and media outlets being closed and one media owner being detained.[footnoteRef:18] Taliban fighters have beaten journalists for covering a protest and the home of several have been raided.[footnoteRef:19] Reports also state that close relatives of a journalist were attacked, leaving one dead and another injured while searching for the journalist.[footnoteRef:20] [17:  Afghanistan: Taliban Threatening Provincial Media, HUM. RTS. WATCH (Mar. 7, 2022), https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/03/07/afghanistan-taliban-threatening-provincial-media#.]  [18:  Afghan TV Station Owner Aref Noori Detained by Taliban-Affiliated Militia, COMM. TO PROTECT JOURNALISTS (Dec. 27, 2022), https://cpj.org/2021/12/afghan-tv-station-owner-aref-noori-detained-by-taliban-affiliated-militia/.]  [19:  Taliban Take 2 Female State TV Anchors Off-Air in Afghanistam Beat at Least 2 Journalists, COMM. TO PROTECT JOURNALISTS (Aug. 19, 2021), https://cpj.org/2021/08/taliban-take-2-female-state-tv-anchors-off-air-in-afghanistan-beat-at-least-2-journalists/.]  [20:  Relative of DW Journalist Killed by the Taliban, DEUTSCHE WELLE (Aug. 19, 2021), https://www.dw.com/en/relative-of-dw-journalist-killed-by-the-taliban/a-58912975.] 

	One major issue negotiated by the Taliban and the U.S. government before the U.S. eventually leaving the country. Although the Taliban banned forced marriage for women by decree in December 2021,[footnoteRef:21] women’s rights have been negatively impacted as was expected. Women have been withheld from fully participating in several aspects of life and there have been reports of harassment and restriction of women all over the country.[footnoteRef:22] Women are now required to have a male family member escort them to public places, and cannot dress as they choose or even take public transport on their own.[footnoteRef:23] The Taliban has banned women from higher education and has emphasized religious studies.[footnoteRef:24] Security for women continues to be a fear and risk as women have been forced out of their jobs and forced into virtual imprisonment in their homes.[footnoteRef:25] Female journalists have been pulled off the air, prevented entry from stations, and told to stay home until they were asked to report to work.[footnoteRef:26] [21:  Taliban Bans Forced Marriage of Women in Afghanistan, AL JAZEERA (Dec. 3, 2021), https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/3/taliban-bans-forced-marriage-calls-for-equal-rights-for-women.]  [22: , Afghanistan: Taliban Deprive Women of Livelihoods, Identity: Severe Restrictions, Harrassment, Fear in Ghazni Province, HUM. RTS. WATCH (Jan. 18, 2022), https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/01/18/afghanistan-taliban-deprive-women-livelihoods-identity.]  [23:  Experts Decry Measures to ‘Steadily Erase’ Afghan Women and Girls from Public Life, UN NEWS (Jan 17, 2022) https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/01/1109902.]  [24:  HUM. RTS. WATCH, supra note 22.]  [25:  Id.]  [26:  COMM. TO PROTECT JOURNALISTS, supra note 19.] 

The rise of the Taliban in 2021 also revived fears among the ethnic Hazara minority that their group could be the victims of a genocide.[footnoteRef:27] These fears were based on their experiences with targeted violence by the Taliban before the U.S. invaded Afghanistan, and since the withdrawal, violence against them has increased.[footnoteRef:28] In 2021, nine Hazara men were killed in the Ghazni province. Six were shot to death, and the three died from torture which included strangulation and the cutting of arm muscles.[footnoteRef:29] Other actions against members of this ethnic group have included the looting of their homes and severe beating. Such actions violate international human rights treaties such as the Geneva Convention and are regarded as war crimes.[footnoteRef:30] [27:  Sitarah Mohammadi & Sajjad Askary, Why the Hazara People Fear Genocide in Afghanistan (Oct. 27, 2021), https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/10/27/why-the-hazara-people-fear-genocide-in-afghanistan.]  [28:  Id.]  [29:  Afghanistan: Taliban Responsible for Brutal Massacre of Hazara Men – New Investigation, Amnesty Int’l (Aug. 19, 2021), https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/afghanistan-taliban-responsible-for-brutal-massacre-of-hazara-men-new-investigation/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english.]  [30:  Id. ] 

One of the methods being used by the Taliban is to threaten families of their targets. Reports state that the Taliban has killed and targeted members of the former security force and their family members.[footnoteRef:31] Some former officials have received letters threatening the arrest of their family members should they not willingly give themselves up.[footnoteRef:32] The brother of a former Afghan vice president, who was known for his anti-Taliban position, was executed days after the Taliban took control over the Panjshir valley.[footnoteRef:33] An activist, Fahima Rahmati’s family has received death threats against her and her family and in one instance, a group claiming association with the Taliban, beat up her family after entering her home.[footnoteRef:34] [31:  Hum. Rts. Watch, supra note 12.]  [32: Afghanistan Dispatches: ‘Anyone on the Taliban’s Blacklist is in Danger’, JURIST (Oct. 26, 2021), https://www.jurist.org/news/2021/10/afghanistan-dispatches-anyone-on-the-talibans-blacklist-is-in-great-danger/]  [33:  Brother of Afghan Opposition Figure Executed by the Taliban, Family Says, THOMSON REUTERS FOUND. NEWS (Sept. 10, 2021) https://news.trust.org/item/20210910150139-x8y4b.]  [34:  Abdulhaq Omeri, Woman Activist in Kandahar Says Family Members Beaten, TOLO NEWS (Sept. 12, 2021) https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan-174623.] 

Members of the LGBTI community are not immune to harsh treatment from the Taliban. Ordinarily, domestic law introduced in Afghanistan in 2018 criminalizes same sex relations.[footnoteRef:35] With the reintroduction of Sharia law by the Taliban, fears are growing about how such persons would be treated.[footnoteRef:36] Based on the Sharia law practiced by the Taliban, homosexuality is punishable by death.[footnoteRef:37] Members of the LGBTI community interviewed by Human Rights Watch told stories of being attacked and in some cases sexually assaulted due to their orientation.[footnoteRef:38] A young man was reportedly beaten and dragged from his house before being beheaded in Kabul late last year, leading his boyfriend to go on the run.[footnoteRef:39] Many have fled their homes and seek relocation because of the risk of being caught.  [35: World Report 2020, HUM. RTS. WATCH (June 22, 2020), https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/interactive/2020/06/22/human-rights-watch-country-profiles-sexual-orientation-and#afghanistan.]  [36:  Afghanistan: The Fate of Thousands Hanging in the Balance: Afghanistan’s Fall into the Hands of the Taliban, AMNESTY INT’L (Sept, 21, 2021), https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa11/4727/2021/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english]  [37: Kirsty Grant, LGBT in Afghanistan: ‘I Could Be Killed on the Spot’, BBC NEWS (Aug. 20, 2021) https://www.bbc.com/news/newsbeat-58271187]  [38:  “Even If You Go to the Skies, We’ll Find You”, HUM. RTS. WATCH (Jan 26. 2022), https://www.hrw.org/report/2022/01/26/even-if-you-go-skies-well-find-you/lgbt-people-afghanistan-after-taliban-takeover.]  [39:  Tracey Shelton, LGBT Afghans Are on the Run, Afraid They Could Be Stoned to Death Under Taliban Law, ABC NEWS (Sept. 1, 2021), https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-09-02/afghans-lgbt-community-face-stoning-under-taliban-law/100412330.] 

The rise of the Taliban has spelled the end of life as they know it for different social and political groups. Some, like women, had enjoyed some semblance of freedom prior to U.S. evacuation and have to watch the developments over the last few decades disappear. Others, like them members of the LGBTI community still face risks that have only seemed to increase with the takeover of the country.
